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INTRODUCTION. 



As one great means of instruction and amuse- 
ment adopted in Infant Schools is that of pictures, 
upon which, while the little scholars look with 
delight and interest, their minds have heen more 
riyetted and open to instruction, and have re- 
ceived useful and lasting impressions, the follow- 
ing simple questions and answers are respectfully 
offered, as likely to furnish a few hints to those 
who have not heen accustomed to this mode of 
instructing children ; with earnest prayer that 
this, and every other means used, may he made 
effectual in bringing little children to their 
LfOrd and Saviour, to receive his inestimable 
blessing. 
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THE 

TEACHER OF BABES 



PART I. 
BIRTH AND MIRACLES OF JESUS. 



JESUS LYINO IN A MANGEIU 

Luke, Chap. n. 

Q. What poor little babj is that, without a 
house to shelter it, or a bed to lie upon ? 

A. It is Jesus, the Son of God. He has come 
down from heaven, and humbled himself to be 
bom of a poor woman, named Mar j. 

Q. How do jou know that he came from 
heaven ? 

A. Because the Bible says he was in ihe very 
bosom of his Father, who was delighting in him 
every day. Prov. viii. 30. 

Q. Was he there when this world was made ? 

A. Yes, before all worlds ; for all things were 
made by him, and without him ^«a ti<^\. «:q^ ^^KVfiL<& 
made that was made. John \. ^. 



Q. What then could make Jesus leave such a 
very happy place ? 

A. He saw poor sinners all going to misery, 
and he wanted to save them from it. 

Q. But why did he come as a little baby ? 
could he not na^e saved them better if he had 
come as a mighty God ? 

A. Oh no ! he could not have suffered for us, 
if he had not taken our very flesh and blood upon 
him. 

Q. Should it give you comfort then to see this 
glorious God lie like a little helpless child ? 

A. Yes, indeed it should : now, also, he knows 
all that little children feel : and is touched with 
tender pity for us. Heb. ii. 17, 18. 

Q. But why did Mary put such a precious 
child in a stable ? 

A. Because the town, to which she went, was 
so full of people that they could not make a bit 
of room for Mary and her baby. 

Q. Was it quite a common stable then that 
Jesus was born in ? 

A. Yes, it was a place where cattle were fed ; 
and Mary was glad to have one of their man- 
gers to lay her dear child in. 

Q. Don't you wonder that sinners did not 
prepare a better place to receive this heavenly 
Friend in ? 

A. Yes, we may well wonder at them; but 
we have more reason to wonder at ourselves. 

Q. How so, my dear children ? 

A. Because when Jesus asks for a place in our 
hearts, we do not like to take him in. 



Q. But would he really come to dwell in 
your hearts ? 

A. Yes, he has said so ; ^' I will dwell in them, 
and walk in them ;" and he comes and knocks at 
the door, to see if we will let him in. 2 Cor. 
vi. 16. Rev. iii. 20. 

Q. What do you mean hy that ? 

A. When he speaks to us by his own Spirit, or 
by some teacher or minister, and we hear it in 
our very hearts, that is like a knock at the door. 

Q. If a kind friend knocked at your little cot- 
tage door, would you run and lock it, and keep 
him out ? 

A. Oh no ! we are very pleased to see a good 
friend come in ; we always hope they mean to do 
us some good. 

Q. And are you not glad to open your hearts 
to Jesus, that best of Friends ? 

A. No, he has too often reason to complain, 
" I have called, and ye refused ; I have stretched 
out my hand, and no man regarded." Pro v. i. 24. 

Q. And what may those expect who shut 
Jesus out of their heart ? 

A. They may expect to be shut out of his 
happy home in heaven; and when they knock 
and call, " Lord, open to us," he will say " De- 
part from me, I never knew you." Luke xiii. 
25—28. 

Q. What should be your cry then now, my 
dear little ones ? 

A. We should cry to Him, who is the obL^ ^-^^se^ 
that can open the hearts, ^ o^^w wa%, ^^a^**^*^ 
King oi glory may come iix. 



Q. Would this make a happy heart ? 

A. Indeed it would, and nothing else can. 
Happy are the children that are in such a case ; 
yea, happy are the children whose God is the 
Lord. Fsalm czliv. 15. 



MABT FLEEING INTO EOTFT WITH JESUS. 

Matthew, Chap. n. 

Q. Who is that travelling with such a young 
chUd? 

A. It is Mary, travelling with the holy child 
Jesus. 

Q. But why does poor Mary take a journey 
with such a hahy ? 

A. She is forced to do so to save his life. 

Q. Why, who wants to hurt such a dear little 
bahy ? 

A. The wicked king of the place where Mary 
was, tried hard to kill Jesus. 

Q. And how did Mary escape from this cruel 
king? 

A. An angel told her husband, in a dream, 
what the king wanted to do ; and said, he must 
take the young child and his mother away di- 
rectly. 

Q. What was the name of Mary's husband ? 
^ A. Joseph. 



Q. What did Joseph do when the angel told 
him these things ? 

A. He took the young child and his mother hy 
night, and went into another country, called 

Q. Can you tell me the name of this wicked 
king? 

A. His name was Herod. 

Q. Did Herod know that Jesus had got safe 
away ? 

A. No, he searched every where for him ; and 
when he could not find him, he had every one of 
the dear little children in the town killed. 

Q. What was the use of that ? 

A. He thought if he had all who were ahout 
the age of Jesus killed, that the child Jesus must 
he killed among the rest. 

Q. Should you like your mother to pull you 
out of your bed in the middle of the night, and 
tell you you must escape for your life ? 

A. Oh no ! it would frighten us very much 
indeed ; and we should think it very hard to 
leave our home and travel in the cold and dark, 
we did not know where. 

Q. Should you not be thankful that you can 
sleep in peace and comfort, without any one to 
make you afraid ? 

A. Yes, indeed we should; and we ought 
dearly to love Him, who suffered such hardships 
to make us so comfortable. 

Q. Don't you think it must have been a «a.^ 
scene, when so many dear \\\\\a OoSl\^«^ ^^'«^^ 
killed ? 



A. Yes, it must have beeu a very frightful 
sight, to see some snatched from their play, some 
from the cradle, and some from their dear mo- 
thers' arms. 

Q. What do you think the tender mothers 
said to it ? 

A. They cried bitterly, and would not be com- 
forted, because their little darlings were killed. 

Q. Are you not thankful that there is no 
cruel Herod to reign over you ? 

A. Indeed we ought to be. Instead of people 
to kill us we have kind friends, who try to save 
our bodies and our souls too. 

Q. How old were the dear children who were 
killed? 

A. The oldest of them was not above two years. 

Q. And do you think you are too young to 
die? 

A. Oh no ! there are many graves shorter 
than ours would be ; and if God is pleased to 
send sickness and death, we can't run away from 
them. 

Q. What should you pray for then ? 

A. That we may be washed in the blood 
of Christ, and clothed in his robe of righte- 
ousness, and then whenever we die we shall 
be safe and happy. 



JESUS TURNING WATER INTO WINE. 

JohD, Chap. II, 

Q. What are those great things like jars ? 

A. They are water-pots. 

Q. And who is that stands hj them ? 

A. It is Jesus : he has heen working his first 
miracle, and showing forth his glory. 

Q. What do you mean by a miracle ? 

A. A wonderful work, which no mere man 
could do. 

Q. Is this the same Jesus whom we saw in his 
mother's arms ? 

A. Yes : he is now grown up to he a man, 
thirty years old. 

Q. Where has he been all these thirty years ? 

A. He lived with his mother and her husband 
Joseph, and set a pattern of obedience to all 
childreu. 

Q. What! would this glorious Saviour submit 
to a poor woman ? 

A. Yes, though he was wiser than the wisest 
men, and could teach them all when he was but 
twelve years old, yet he stayed with his poor 
mother, and was subject unto ner. Luke ii. 51. 

Q. And to whom do those water-pots belong ? 

A. They belong to a person who invited Jesus 
to be present at his marriage. 

Q. And what did Jesua do iot \>cifc^x'ft«^^^^^ 
invited him ? - 
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A. He told the servants, who were there, to 
fill those water-pots with water. 

Q. But was it water that the ruler of the feast 
wanted ? 

A. No : he wanted wine. 

Q. Were the servants then willing to get the 
water ? 

A. Yes, they were ready to do whatever Jesus 
told them : so they filled the water-pots with 
water up to the very hrim. 

Q. And what did Jesus tell them to do with 
it? 

A. He told them to carry it to the ruler of 
the feast, and to pour some out for him. 

Q. But had Jesus made any difference in the 
water ? 

A. Yes : when they came to pour it out 
they found that he had turned it into the hest 
wine. 

Q. Don't you think this must have surprised 
the people at the feast very much ? 

A. Yes, indeed ; and Jesus often surprises his 
dear people as much now. 

Q. How does he do so ? 

A. He can put such a blessing into a little 
cold water, or a few potatoes, or herbs, that it is 
better to them than the richest wine, or the best 
food. Prov. XV. 17. 

Q. Then ought we not to ask Jesus to be 
present at our table ? 

A. Yes, we always should : and if he is there 
to give his blessing, he can make a little go a 
fcreat way. 



|. Should you murmur over your scanty hard 

.. No : the worst is better than we deserve ; 
any thing will be sweet and nourishing, if 
is gives his blessing. 



JESUS RAISING THE WIDOW's SON. 

Luke, Chap. xn. 

\. Who is that whom Jesus is taking by the 

.. It is a young man he is just raising to life. 

>. What ! was he quite dead ? 

.. Yes, quite : they were just carrying him 

to bury him. 

►. What is that the young man is upon ? 

.. It is a bier : it is used to carry people to 

grave- 

>. And who is that poor creature who is fol- 

ng it? 

.. It is the young man's mother : she has lost 

all. She had buried her husband, and this 

her only son. 

\. Don't you think her grief must have been 

' great ? 

.. Indeed it must ; and our kind Saviour saw 

nd his heart was pained for bi^T. 

!• Then did he turn awa^ iroxa xSafeXs^fc^"^ 
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A. No ; he went up to it, and touched it ; and 
those who were carrying it stood still. 

Q. And did Jesus speak to them ? 

A. No : he spoke to the dead young man. 

Q. What did he say to him ? 

A. " Young man, I say unto thee arise." 

Q. Was this of any use ? 

A. Oh, yes : the voice of the Son of man can 
hring the dead out of their very graves. John v. 
28, 29. ^ 

Q. Did the young man then move ? 

A. Yes : he sat up, and hegan to speak, and 
was quite alive and well. 

Q. And what did Jesus do with him ? 

A. He gave him hack to his mother; whose 
heart was then as full of joy, as it had heen of 
sorrow. 

Q. Will Jesus raise your little bodies to life, 
when they are carrying you to the grave ? 

A. No : not till the last day, when the trum- 
pet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised. 

Q. Does Jesus see any dead children among 
you now ? 

A. Not dead in body, but dead in soul ; he 
says, we are all by nature dead in sin. £ph. ii. 1 . 

Q. And can he give the soul life ? 

A. Yes, that he can ; as easily as he raised the 
young man. 

Q. How should you know if Jesus had given 
your souls life ? 

A. Our thoughts, and wishes, and tempers, and 
all would become new : we should be alive to God, 
and walk in his ways. 2 Cor. v. 17* 
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Q. What then should you ask Jesus to do for 
your poor little dead souls ? 

A. To breathe into them the breath of life, 
even his own Spirit. £zek. xxxvii. 9. 



THE WOMAN OF CANAAN BEGGING FOB HER 

DAUGHTER. 

Matthew, Chap. xv. 

Q. What is that poor woman begging so hard 
for? 

A. She has a little girl at home very ill ; and 
she is begging Jesus to do something to cure her. 

Q. What was the matter with the poor girl ? 

A. An unclean spirit had got into her, and 
made her a torment to herself, and to all around 
her. 

Q. Where did this unclean spirit come from ? 

A. It came from hell, and brought some of the 
torments of hell with it. 

Q. And could not the mother tell it to go 
away? 

A. No : it was much stronger than the poor 
mother ; she had no power over it, and there- 
fore came to Jesus, who is stronger than the 
strongest. 

Q. Was Jesus then as wUlm^ \ft V^^ Vs«^> ^a^ 
he was able ? 
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A. Yes : for though he seemed as if he would 
not listen to the poor woman at first, yet it was 
only to make her pray more heartily, 

Q. Did he cure her little grcl then at last ? 

A. Yes : while the woman was speaking to 
him, he sent the doTil out of her daughter. 

Q. What I without going to the woman's 
house ? 

A, Yes : Jesus is God, and is every where 
present : so he could do it without moving a 
step. 

Q. Could the woman helieve that Jesus had 
done it ? 

A. Yes : she said no more, but went back to 
her house, and found his words very true; for 
her poor child, who had been like a mad thing, 
was now lying composed and comfortable upon a 
bed. 

Q. Are any children now troubled with an 
unclean spirit ? 

A. He does not show his power over their 
little bodies so much, but he has great power 
over their souls, and is always at work in his 
own children. Eph. ii. 2. 

Q. How do you know this ? 

A. Because God says so: and we may see it 
ourselves by their naughty tempers and wicked 
ways ; and especially by their liking to tell lies, 
which all come from the deviL John viii. 44. 

Q. And does it make them very ill ? 

A. They may not be iU in body, but their 
souls are very bad, and they feel them full of 
pain and misery sometimes. 
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Q. Are you in pain when you have wicked 
tempers ? 

A. Yes, tBat we are : we don't know what to 
do with ourselves ; it is like a little drop of hell 
in our hearts. 

Q. Then should you like to get rid of this 
nasty spirit ? 

A. Indeed we can never he happy till it is 
sent out of us ; though we are often so naughty 
as to give place to it, and indulge it. 

Q. Can your parents or your teachers send it 
away for you ? 

A. No : though it grieves then\ very much, 
yet they cannot drive it away. 

Q. Who can help you then, my poor little 
children ? 

A. Only that very same Jesus who sent it out 
of the poor woman's daughter : he can cast out 
this evil spirit, and put a right spirit within us. 



THE DISCIPIiES IN A STORM AT SEA. 

Mark, Chap. iv. 

Q. Who are those who look in such confusion 
and distress ? 

A. They are the disciples of Jesus, and are in 
a great storm at sea. 

Q. What is the sea? 
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A. An immense quantity of water, that is 
always moving about, and making waves, or 
risings of water. 

Q. What is a storm ? 

A. We call it a storm when the clouds come 
over the sky, and there is a great deal of wind 
or rain, or thunder and lightning. 

Q. Can people ever go upon the sea ? 

A. Yes : they build a great thing of wood, 
called a ship, which rides on the top of the 
water. 

Q. And do they never sink in ? 

A. Sometimes, when a great storm comes, the 
waves dash over the ship, or the wind breaks it, 
and then they sink to the bottom of the sea. 

Q. Don't you think then that a storm at sea 
must be very terrible ? 

A. Yes, mdeed it must : and no wonder the 
disciples look so frightened and unhappy. 

Q. Was Jesus frightened too ? 

A. No : he was very quietly asleep in the 
midst of the storm. 

Q. Did the disciples let him sleep on ? 

A. Oh, no: they thought the sea was just 
going to swallow them up ; and they ran to him 
in a great hurry, crying, " Master, Master, we 
perish." 

Q. And what did Jesus do ? 

A. He rose up, and while the winds were 
roaring, and the waves dashing around him, he 
said, '* Peace, be still." 

Q. But was it of any use speaking to them ? 
^ A, Yes : they knew their mighty Maker's 
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voice, and not another wave dared to move. 
There was a great calm directly. 

Q. Do you expect to he out in such a storm 
as these disciples were in ? 

A. We may not he out in such a storm at sea, 
hut we may expect storms of wind, and thunder, 
and lightning, and other kinds of storms, where- 
ever we are. 

Q. Ought you to he frightened in a had 
storm? 

A. It is a very solemn thing ; hut if we truly 
know Jesus, and go to him as the disciples did, we 
shall he as safe as when all is calm, and not a leaf 
moves. 

Q. You said you might expect other kinds of 
storms also. What do you mean hy that ? 

A. We may expect storms of trouhle, for God 
tells us we are every one of us surely horn to 
trouhle. 

Q. And is there any other kind of storm ? 

A. Yes : there is the most terrible of all, and 
that is God's displeasure. God is angry with 
sinners: we are all sinners, and so are under 
God's wrath. 

Q. But can you any where find shelter from 
these storms ? 

A. Yes, if we are his children ; when we are 
in trouhle he himself will hide us, and draw us 
so near to him, that the trouhle will do us good 
instead of harm. Psalm xxvii. 5. He can say, 
" Peace, he still." 

Q. But if he is angry, who can hide you feom^ 
that storm ? 
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A. If we take shelter in his dear son JesuSy 
he lays all his anger by, for Jesus bore it for us. 
He is our hiding-place from the wind, and our 
covert from the tempest. Isa. xxxii. 2. 

Q. Is it not Tery kind of God to give you such 
a shelter ? 

A. Indeed it is : and very kind of Jesus to be ' 
willing to be such a shelter for us : and very kind 
of the Holy Spirit to teach us where we may go 
for shelter. 

Q. When then should we go to Jesus ? 

A. Every day ; for God is made angry with 
our sins every day ; and in Jesus only are we 
safe, and he only can speak peace to our souls. 



JESUS RAISING LAZARUS. 

John, Chap. xi. 

Q. What are those women at the feet of Jesus 
for? 

A. They are in great distress, and have cast 
themselves down at his feet. 

Q. What was their trouble ? 

A. Their dear brother Lazarus had been very 
ill, and they hoped that Jesus would have come to 
cure him ? 

Q. What are their names ? 

A. Martha and Mary. 
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Q. Did they send to tell Jesus when Lazarus 
-was taken ill ? 

A. Yes, they sent this sweet message to him ; 
" Lord, hehold, he whom thou lovest is sick." 
John xi. 3. 

Q. And did not Jesus come to them directly ? 

A. No, he staid two days without taking one 
step towards these unhappy sisters. 

Q. What ! had Jesus no love for them ? 

A. Oh yes : Jesus loved Martha, and her sis- 
ter, and Lazarus. 

Q. Why did he stay away so, then ? 

A. That he might do them more good in the 
end, and get more glory to himself. 

Q. Who should we send to, if we have a dear 
friend sick ? 

A. We should send to Jesus directly, as Mar- 
tha and Mary did. 

Q. How can we send to him ? 

A. By prayer ; if we pray in faith it will enter 
into his very ears. 

Q. And will he come directly and cure our 
friend ? 

A. Not always directly; his time is the hest 
time, and that is not always ready. John vii. 6. 

Q. What should we try to do, when the Lord 
does not come immediately ? 

A. To tarry his leisure, and helieve that he 
will do all things well. Mark vii. 37. 

Q. Did not Lazarus get worse while Jesus 
staid away ? 

A. Indeed he did, worse and worse.^ tx\L Vk& 
died, and they were forced to \>\it^ Vvca.. 
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Q. What did the poor sisters say then, when 
Jesus did come ? 

A. They told him, if he had heen there, La- 
zarus would not have died. 

Q. What did Jesus say to this ? 

A. He said, *< I am the resurrection and the 
life : he that helieveth in me, though he were 
dead, yet shall he live : and whosoever liveth and 
belicTeth in me, shall never die." John xi. 25, 26. 

Q. Then did they think that Jesus could make 
Lazarus alive again immediately ? 

A. No, they were afraid to hope that ; so they 
cried very much. 

Q. What did Jesus do when he saw them and 
their friends crying ? 

A. In all their affliction he was afflicted ; he 
groaned in the spirit, and was troubled. 

Q. And what did he ask them ? 

A. He asked them where they had laid their 
brother ; so they showed him the grave. 

Q. What sort of a grave was it ? 

A. It was a cave, or great hole in a rock, with 
a stone rolled to the opening of it. 

Q. What did Jesus do when he came to the 
gppave? 

A. Jesus wept. 

Q. What did the people say when they saw 
Jesus weeping ? 

A. They said, " Behold how he loved him T 

Q. Do you think Jesus has ever cried over 
little children ? 

A. Yes, when he was upon earth he was called 
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" a man of sorrows," he grieved so very much 
over us. 

Q. What was it grieved him so ? 

A. Sin is a grief and burden to him, and we 
are all great sinners. He g^rieves to see us lie 
dead in sin, without hope and without God. 

Q. And did his tears really flow for such as 
you? 

A. Yes, and more than his tears; his very 
blood flowed to save us. 

Q. What then should we say when we think 
of Uiis? 

A. Behold how he loved us I 

Q. But did Jesus stand weeping only at the 
grave ? 

A. No, he did much more ; when Jesus feels 
pity he gives help; and he told them to take 
the stone away from the cave. 

Q. Was Martha willing to have it taken away ? 

A. No, not very; for she thought that her 
brother's body was turning to corruption. 

Q. Why, how long had it been in the grave ? 

A. Four days. 

Q. And did they take the stone away ? 

A. Yes ; and we should always do what Jesus 
tells us, though we may not see the use of it. 

Q. What did Jesus do next ? 

A. He prayed to that heavenly Father who 
always listens to him ; and then he spoke to 
Lazarus. 

Q. What did he say to Lazarus ? 

A. He cried to him with a loud voice, <*Lazarus^ 
come forth." 
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Q. And did Lazarus come forth ? 

A. Yes, directly, with the grave clothes on, 
with which he had heen hound. 

Q. Could Lazarus move well in these ? 

A. No, not very well, so Jesus said, " Loose 
him, and let him go." 

Q. And was Lazarus quite well again ? 

A. Yes, quite : many came to visit him after- 
wards, and were led to helieve in Jesus. John 
xii. 9—12. 

Q. What do you learn from this account ? 

A. That Jesus is the mighty God, for none 
hut God can raise the dead. 

Q. What else do you learn ? 

A. That he is the tender loving Saviour, who 
is touched with our sorrows, and delights to do 
us good. 

Q. Will this same Jesus raise your dead bo- 
dies ? 

A. Yes ; and he can raise our dead souls too. 

Q. Does he«tell you so ? 

A. Yes : when he was upon earth he said, 
" Verily, verily, I say unto you. The hour is 
coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear the 
voice of the Son of God; and they that hear 
shall live." John v. 25. 

Q. What do you mean by your souls being 
dead? 

A. We are by nature dead to God, and to 
prayer, and to holy things ; while we are alive to 
what is evil, and to play, and such like. 

Q, And if the Lord puts life in you, what dif- 
ference will there be ? 



21 

A. We shall have a heart to pray, and to love 
God, and holiness, and be like new children. 

Q. But will this be all at once ? 

A. . No : it will be by degrees : we are tied 
and bound with the chains of sin, and bad habits, 
as Lazarus was with gprave clothes. 

Q. Will Jesus take them away ? 

A. He will loosen them, and set us more at 
Uberty from their power. 

Q. What did king David say to God about 
this ? 

A. He said, " I will run the way of thy com- 
mandments, when thou hast set my heart at li- 
berty." 



BlilND BABTIMEUS. 

Mark, Chap. x. 

Q. Who is that sitting by the highway side ? 

A. It is a poor blind man ; he is sitting there 
to beg. 

Q. What has brought so many people toge- 
ther there ? 

A. They are all following Jesus ; but this 
poor man could not see to follow him. 

Q. Did he say any thing when he heard so 
many passing^ in uie road ? 

A. Yes ; ne asked what it meant. Luke xyiiu 
36. 
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• 

Q. And what did the people tell him ? 

A. They told him it was Jesus of Nazareth 
passing hy. 

Q. Did Bartimeus know any thing ahout Jesus ? 

A. Yes, the Holy Spirit had taught him that 
Jesus was the true Son of David, and that he 
could show mercy unto him. 

Q. Did he speak to Jesus then ? 

A. Oh yes ! he cried after him, << Jesus, thou 
Son of David, have mercy on me.** 

Q. Did the people encourage him to call after 
Jesus so ? 

A. No, indeed, they told him to he quiet, and 
hold his peace. 

Q. Did this make him leave off calling ? 

A. No, it only made him cry the more a great 
deal; he was so afraid Jesus should get past 
without hearing him. 

Q. And did Jesus hear him in all that hustle ? 

A. Yes; never did any one cry after Jesus, 
hut he was heard hy him. 

Q. But would Jesus stay to notice the poor 
heggar? 

A. Yes, he stood still, and commanded him U 
he called. 

Q. What did the people say to the blind ma 
now? 

A. They said, " Be of good comfort, rise, ] 
calleth thee." 

Q. Did he get up directly ? 

A. Yes, and for fear any thing should hin« 
^- ♦hrew his garment away, and he oami 
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Q. What did Jesus say to him ? 
A. " Go thy way, thy faith hath made thee 
whole.** 

Q. Did the man go away ? 

A. No ; his heart was bound to his dear Sa- 
viour, and he followed him, glorifying God. 
Luke xviii. 43. 

Q. Is it not a great mercy to be able to see ? 

A. Yes, very great : but though we see with 
our bodily eyes, we are all by nature blind in 
soul. Rev. iii. 17. 

Q. What proof have you of this ? 

A. We see no beauty in Jesus that we should 
desire him ; though " he is altogether lovely." 
Isa. liii. 2. Cant. v. 16. 

Q. What other mark of blindness do you show ? 

A. We go on in the broad road, though the 
bottomless pit is at the end of it. 

Q. If we were to see a little child walk into a 
terrible pit what should we think ? 

A. We thould certainly think the poor child 
could not see. 

Q. If you felt the blindness of your souls, what 
would you do ? 

A. Cry after Jesus, as Bartimeus did. 

Q. If other children laughed at you, and tried 
to hinder you, should you leave oflP praying? 

A. No : it would make us cry so much the 
more a great deal. 

Q. Do you think Jesus will listen to you, when 
he has such crowds of saints and angels round 
him? 

A. Yes : if ever -we^ IxxsY^ ^^^1^^^*^'^^'^^'*^^^^'^'^^ 
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has put the cry into our hearts, and brought us 
to seek his face, so he will be sure to hear us. 

Q. Is it not a great mercy that he calls to you, 
and will listen to you ? 

A. Yes, indeed : the calls of his love and mercy 
may well make us of good comfort. 

Q. What may you learn from the blind man's 
casting away his garment ? 

A. To lay aside every thought, and to cast off 
every thing, that would hinder us from coming 
to Jesus. Heb. xii. 1. 

Q. If Jesus gives sight to your blind soul, what 
will be your desire ? 

A. To follow him whithersoever he goeth, and 
to declare the wonders of his love and mercy. 
Rev. xiv. 4. 



PART II. 



LIFE AND SUFFERINGS OF JESUS. 



JESUS TAKING INFANTS IN HIS ABMS. 

Mark, Chap. x. 

Q. Who is that who is looking so kindly and 
lovingly towards those happy little children ? 

A. It is Jesus, the glorious Lord of all. 

Q. And who are those that look rather cross? 

A. They are the disciples or companions of 
Jesus. 

Q. What are- they cross ahout ? 

A. They are scolding the poor mothers for 
bringing such very little creatures to Jesus, 
when he had plenty to do for grown up people ; 
and they want to send them and the little chil- 
dren baick again, that they ma^ \\sA* Vi^ •ct^>S55^^- 
some to Jesus. 




Q. Did Jesus thank his disciples for this ? 

A. No, indeed he did not. Though he ^^vas 
hardly ever angry, yet -when he saw this he was 
much displeased with the disciples. It went to 
his very heart to think of having dear little ones 
sent away from him. 

Q. What did he say to his disciples ? 

A. " Suffer the little children to come unto 
me, and forbid them not; for of such is the 
kingdom of God." Mark x. 14. 

Q. And when the little children came to Jesus 
what did he do ? 

A. He even took them up in his dear arms ; 
and then he laid his hand upon them, and gave 
them his blessing. 

Q. Should you not wonder to see a great King 
nursing a poor cottage child ? 

A. Yes, indeed we should : but it is a greater 
wonder to see the King of kings nursing poor 
sinfuL little children. 

Q. Should you not have liked to be one of 
those very happy children that Jesus nursed, and 
took in hfs own arms, and loved so tenderly ? 

A. They were very happy, but we may be as 
happy al^o. 

Q. How so ? Is Jesus upon earth still ? 

A. We cannot see him, but he is here, and 
every where, and near to every one of us : and 
he is just the same loving Jesus to-day that he 
was then. He is the same yesterday, to-day, and 
for ever. Heb. xiii. 8. 

Q. And are there any now who want to keep 
ou awaj from Jesus ? 
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A. Yes, too many : and the worst of all lives 
within us. 

Q. What do you mean ? 

A. We mean our very naughty hearts, which 
love any thing better than this kind Friend, and 
try to pull us back from him. 

, Q. What can you do with such stubborn 
hearts ? 

A. God is greater than our hearts, and can 
make them say, " Thy face. Lord, will we seek." 
Psalm xxvii. 8. 

Q. Is there any thing else that would keep 
you back ? 

A. Yes : there is Satan the enemy of God and 
man : if he could have his own way he would not 
suffer one little child to go to Jesus. 

Q. Where does Satan want them to go ? 

A. He wants them to follow his naughty way, 
and to be with him in misery for ever. 

Q. Is there any other that would keep you 
from Jesus ? 

A. Yes : bad people and children who do not 
know him. They say, he will make us dull, and 
that we can think about seeking him when we 
are older. 

Q. And are they right ? 

A. Oh, no I none are really happy but those 
who do go to Jesus, and we are not sure that we 
shall live to be one day older ; so it is best to 
seek him while he may be found. Isai. Iv. 6. 

Q. Do you think any little child is ever sorry 
that he went to Jesus ? 

A. No, never : the TftOTe\ife>55ksy«^ ^\iNa»^^^sK. 



I 
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Sayiour the more he loves him ; and all that Jhe 
is sorry for, is, that he so often pains his kiiif/ 
Friend, by his naughty heart and tempers. 

Q. Will Jesus grow tired of him after a little 
while? 

A. No : his arms of love never tire ; and 
when he takes a little child into the bosom of his 
mercy he never lets go of him again. 

Q. But will not those naughty enemies get the 
chUdaway? 

A. They will try very much ; but Jesus says, 
None is able to pluck you out of my hand. John 
X. 28. 

Q. If his children should be naughty, will he 
still hold them ? 

A. He will hold them fast, but he will punish 
them, and show that though he loves them so 
dearly, yet he does not love their sins. 

Q. And if they are sorry will he forgive 
them? 

A. Yes : as a mother comforts her dear little 
baby when it cries, so will Jesus comfort them, 
and wipe away their tears. Isai. Ixvi. 13. 

Q. And when they die what will he do ? 

A. Then he will say in his sweetest voice, 
" Suflfer the little children to come unto me ;" 
and their happy souls shall go to be with him in 
glory for ever. 
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JESUS BIDING INTO JEBUSAXEM. 

Luke, Chap. xix. 

Q. Who is that riding upon that little donkey? 

A. It is Jesus, he is riding upon the foal of an 
ass, and going into Jerusalem. 

Q. And what are those people doing with their 
clothes ? 

A. They are spreading them in the road Jesus 
is going in, and think it an honour if he will ride 
over them. 

Q. Why is there such a great crowd round him ? 

A. They are delighting to honour and praise 
him, and are crying out, " Blessed be the King 
that Cometh in the name of the Lord ; peace in 
heaven, and glory in the highest." Luke xix. 38. 

Q. Did Jesus deserve all this ? 

A. Oh yes, and ten million times more. His 
chariots are twenty thousand, even thousands of 
angels ; and it was very lowly of him to sit on 
an ass's colt, and be praised by sinners. 

Q. Why did he stoop so low then ? 

A. That he might comfort and cheer those 
drooping hearts which are ready to tremble be- 
fore this mighty God ; to show them how meek 
and lowly he is. 

Q. What does he say about this in his word ? 

A. He says, " Fear not, daughter of Sion ; 
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behold, thy King cometh, sitting on an ass's 
colt." John xii. 15. 

Q. Were there any little children among those 
who were praising him ? 

A. Yes, their voices were heard above all the 
rest, as they strained their little throats to sing, 
*^ Hosannah to the Son of David I" Matt. xxi. 15. 

Q. Did the people encourage them in praising 
Jesus ? 

A. No; there were some naughty persons 
there who were very angry when tney heard 
those dear children, but this did not stop them. 

Q. Did Jesus tell the children to be quiet ? 

A. No, he loved to hear them: and when 
those proud people found fault, Jesus spoke for 
his dear little ones, and would not let them be 
stopped. 

Q. What did he say for them ? 

A. He asked those pharisees if they had never 
read such words as these in the Bible : << Out of 
the mouth of babes and sucklings thou hast per- 
fected praise." Matt. xxi. 16. 

Q. What did he mean by this ? 

A. He meant to show them, that Grod need 
not wait till children are grown up, before they 
can praise him ; but can put praise in very young 
hearts, and make it perfect out of the mouth of 
babes. 

Q. Should you not have liked to be with those 
little children ? 

A. It must have been very pleasant to see the 
dear Saviour, and to hear him speak ; but he can 
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make us as happy in him, though now we see 
him not. 

Q. But does Jesus ride in triiunph into a town 
now? 

A. He is riding forth into all the world ; and 
though some shut their hearts against him, yet 
there are a few poor sinners still, who bless him 
for coming to save them. 

Q. And should children praise him now ? 

A. Oh yes, the best and loudest of all; for 
Jesus is so very kind to little children. 

Q. Need they be afraid of him ? 

A. No, he was very meek and mild when he 
rode into Jerusalem, and he is just the same to- 
day ; there has been no shadow of a change in 
him. James i. 17* 

Q. Into what place then should you welcome 
Jesus ? 

A. First into our own little hearts; then to 
our house, our village, our country, and even into 
all the world. 

Q. What should your prayer be ? 

A. Let thy kingdom come, thou dear lowly 
Saviour. 
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JESUS IN AN AGONY. 

Luke, Chap. xxn. 

Q. My little children, what is the matter with 
the dear Saviour ? he looks in great trouble. 

A. Indeed he is in trouble, for he is in such a 
dreadful agony as never was known before ; he 
is even sweating blood. 

Q. What ! is it so very hot ? 

A. No, it was a cold winter's night, and he 
was in the open air ; but his misery forced the 
sweat from him in great drops of blood, falling 
down to the ground. Luke xxii. 44. 

Q. What does he kneel down for? Is he 
praying ? 

A. Oh yes, his cries get louder and louder, as 
his agony becomes greater and greater. 

Q. Who is he praying to ? 

A. To his heavenly Father ; it is his anger, 
and his rebuke, that put him to such grief, and 
brake his heart. 

Q. What did he say in his prayer ? 

A. He said, " Father, if thou be willing, re- 
move this cup from me: nevertheless, not my 
will, but thine be done." Luke xxii. 42. 

Q. What cup did he mean ? 

A . He meant his dear Father's anger, and slY 
the dreadful sufferings which that anger broug? 
^'pon this afflicted Son. 
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Q. But had Jesus done any thing naughty to 
make his Father so angry ? 

A. Oh, no ! he never had a wrong thought, 
never said a had word, never did a naughty ac- 
tion. It is for our naughtiness he is suffering so. 

Q. How can that he, my dear little children ? 

A. Why Jesus saw that we deserved to be in 
an agony for ever; so he said, if God would 
spare us, he himself would be punished for us. 

Q. Can you understand that ? 

A. Not very well, it is love past finding out : 
but if one of us was going to be punished very 
much, and some kind friend came and saia, 
" Punish me, and don't touch that dear child," 
that would be a little bit like what this dear 
Saviour did. 

Q. Was it not very dreadful for Jesus to see 
his own Father angry vdth him ? 

A. Indeed it was. He had never seen him 
frown upon him before ; and this, together with 
the great load of our sins, brought him into the 
very dust of death. 

Q. Did not his disciples try to help him? 

A. No, while he was in this great agony they 
were all sleeping ; so that of all the people there 
was none with him. Isa. Ixiii. 3. 

Q. But who is that standing by him ? 

A. It is an angel come from heaven to 
strengthen him. 

Q. Is not Jesus stronger than an angel ? 

A. Yes, he made the angels; but when he 
took our nature, and our load of sia ux^x^ 
him, he made huo&^Vi %i >aV^^ \<;y««« *^k»ss. "^s^a 
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angels, and is glad of one to strengthen him. 
Heb. ii. 9. 

Q. Do you think then that Jesus found sin a 
trifling thing ? 

A. No, indeed : thoi:^h he can hold the whole 
world in the hollow of his hand, yet he sunk 
under the hurden of sin. 

Q. Should you think any sin trifling then, and 
say, It is but a little one ? 

A. Oh no ; one sin is enough to sink us into 
the bottomless pit ; and nothing that cost Jesus 
so dear should be trifling to us. 

Q. What should you feel for a friend who had 
been willing to suffer for you ? 

A. We should loye him very much, and try to 
do what he told us. 

Q. What ought you then to feel for Jesus ? 

A. We should love him with our whole heart, 
and soul, and strength ; and should desire above 
all things to please One, who drank the cup of 
sorrows to the very dregs for us. 



JESUS IN THE JUDGMENT HALL. 

Mark, Chap. xiv. 

Q. What are those soldiers doing to the det 
Saviour ? 
A, Thej are scourging him. 
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Q. What do you mean b j that ? 

A. They are lashing and whipping his body, 
till they cut great gashes in it. 

Q. Did not this cause dreadful pain ? 

A. Yes, indeed: but Jesus meekly gave his 
back to the smiters, and his cheeks to those who 
plucked off the hair. Isai. 1. 6. 

Q. What are all those other people doing to 
him? 

A. Some are spitting in his face : others are 
blindfolding him, and making game of him. 

Q. Did Jesus take it all patiently ? 

A. Yes : he hid not his face from shame and 
spitting : (Isai. 1. 6,) and when he was reviled, 
he reviled not again. 1 Pet. ii. 23. 

Q. Could you have borne it all patiently ? 

A. Oh no ! one little blow makes us feel very 
angry : and we like to strike again. 

Q. But is that right ? 

A. No : we should pray for that mind which 
was in Christ, who was meek and lowly in heart. 
PhU. ii. 5. 

Q. What is that crown made of which the 
soldiers have put upon Christ's head ? 

A. It is a crown made of thorns : so it pierced 
him on every side of his sacred head. 

Q. Should you like such a crown, my dear 
children ? 

A. No, indeed we should not. If we make 
a little crown, when we are at play, we make it 
of flowers — not of pricking thorns. 

Q. Why then did Jesus let them put such 
a sad crown on him ? 
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A. That he might obtain a crown of ever- 
lasting joj for his dear children. 

Q. Is that better than jour little wreath of 
flowers ? 

A. Oh, yes ! our flowers very soon fade away ; 
but the joy that Jesus gives his beloved cml- 
dren, is a crown that fadeth not away. Isai. 
XXXV. 10. 

Q. Who is that sitting with the servants 
in the hall, to warm himself ? 

A. It is the disciple Peter ; who has followed 
Jesus to the high-priest's palace. 

Q. But why does he sit among those naughty 
servants ? 

A. He did not want people to know that 
he belonged to Jesus ; he was ashamed to own 
Jesus, in the time of his disgrace and trouble. 

Q- But did not Peter love Jesus ? 

A. Yes, very much, but Peter was a poor, 
weak sinner: and had neglected to seek for 
grace to help in the time of need. Heb. iv. 16. 

Q. Did Peter expect beforehand that he 
should feel so ashamed of Jesus ? 

A. No : he boasted a few hours before, that if 
all denied Jesus he would not ; and said he was 
ready to die with him. 

Q. Did Jesus know what Peter would feel in 
a little while ? 

A. Yes, he understands our thoughts afar off. 
Psal. cxxxix. 2. 

Q. What did he tell Peter then when he 
boasted so ? 

A. He said, << I tell thee, Peter, the cock shall 
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not crow this day, before that thou shalt thrice 
deny that thou knowest me." Luke xxii. 34. 

Q. Did not this lead Peter to pray very 
much? 

A. No, when he should have been watching 
and praying he was sleeping. Mark xiii. 37. 

Q. Did the servants of the high priest find 
Peter out ? 

A. Yes, one of the maids first said he belonged 
to Jesus ; and then another person said so, and 
then another. 

Q. What did Peter say to all this ? 

A. He was very angry that they should think 
such a thing ; he denied it every time and at 
last cursed and swore about it. 

Q. What did he hear while he was saying 
such wicked words ? 

A. Immediately, while he yet spake, the cock 
crew. 

Q. Did Jesus hear Peter deny him ? 

A. Oh yes, and he turned and looked i^pon 
Peter. 

Q. Was \t a look of dreadful anger ? 

A. No, it was a look that melted poor Peter's 
hard heart, and called to his remembrance the 
warning Jesus had g^ven him. 

Q. Could Peter stay any longer with the 
naughty servants ? 

A. No, he went out and wept bitterly, and 
whenever he thought thereon afterwards, his 
tears flowed afresh. Mark xiv. 72. 

Q. Did Jesus ever forgive him ? 

A. Yes, for he is ricYi in merci^ «aA ^Swss^^kss^. 

IS. 
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in pardons, he gave him more grace, and made 
him his faithful soldier and servant to his life's 
end. 

Q. What should we learn from this account of 
Peter ? 

A. Not to trust in ourselves ; God says, " He 
that trusteth in his own heart is a fool." Prov. 
xxviii. 26. 

Q. What else should we learn ? 

A. To watch and pray continually, and not 
go among those who do not love Jesus. 

Q. Is it not a very wicked thing to he ashamed 
of Jesus ? 

A. Indeed it is, but by nature we are ashamed 
of what is good, and bold in what is evil. 

Q. What does Jesus say of those who are 
ashamed of him ? 

A. " Whosoever shall be ashamed of me, and 
of my words, in this adulterous and sinful gene- 
ration, of him also shall the Son of man be 
ashamed, when he cometh in the glory of his 
Father, with his holy angels." Mark viii. 38. 

Q. But if we are truly sorry for our naughty 
shame, will he forgive us ? 

A. Yes, though he cause us grief for it, yet 
will he have compassion, and graciously renew 
our strength. Lam. iii. 32. 
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JESUS ON THE CROSS. 

Luke, Chap. xxin. 

Q. Children, what is this strauge sight ? can 
it be Jesus hanging there ? 

A. Yes, indeed it is ; naughty wicked people 
have just been crucifying him. 

Q. What do you mean by crucifying him ? 

A. They put two pieces of wood across — 
stretched Jesus out upon them — ^hammered nails 
through his dear hands and feet to fasten him to 
the wood, and then set it upright in the ground. 

Q. But how long did they leave him in that 
sad state ? 

A, Till he was quite dead. 

Q. Had he done them any harm ? 

A. Oh no, he had gone about day and night 
doing them good ; and now they nail his weary 
feet to the cross, and fasten those dear arms in 
misery, which had been stretched out in tender 
mercy to little children, and to all who would 
come to him. 

Q. Could not Jesus have got away from them ? 

A. Yes, he might have had all the angels of 
heaven to help him if he pleased ; and had he 
only frowned upon his murderers, he might have 
sent them down quickly to the pit. 

Q. Why did he not tkeii? 
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A. His love to sinners is so great that he was 
willing to give his very life for them. 

Q. Did not Jesus say any thing to them when 
they used him so ill ? 

A. No, he was led^like a larah to the slaugh- 
ter, and as a sheep hefore her shearers is dumb> 
so he opened not his mouth. Isai. liii. 7* 

Q. But do you think he could ever forgive his 
murderers ? 

A. Yes, indeed ; he spent his dying breath in 
praying for them : almost his last words were, 
" Father, forgive them, for they know not what 
they do." Luke xxiii. 34. 

Q, Who are those on each side of Jesus ? 

A. They are two very naughty men, who had 
been stealing ; and Jesus is crucified between 
them, that he might be numbered amongst the 
worst of men. Mark xv. 27> 28. 

Q. How did these thieves behave to Jesus ? 

A. They made game of him, and said cruel 
things about him. Matt, xxvii. 44. 

Q. Did Jesus take any notice of them ? 

A. He gave one of Jthem the best present 
he has to give. He even gave him a new heart, 
and put a right spirit within him. 

Q. And how did that thief feel then ? 

A. He felt how very wicked he was, and how 
very good Jesus was. He spoke to the other 
thief, to try and make him fear Jesus also ; and 
then he began to pray in good earnest. 

Q. What words did he say in his prayer ? 

A. He said, <* Lord, remember me when thou 

mest into thy kingdom." Luke xxiii. 42. 



41 

Q. What kingdom did he mean ? 

A. The kingdom of heaven, to which he be- 
lieved Jesus was going. 

Q. Should you expect that Jesus would listen 
to such a prayer, from one who a little while 
before said every thing to grieve him ? 

A. Indeed we could not have expected it ; but 
God's thoughts are not our thoughts. He did 
listen to him, and told him he should be with 
him that very day in paradise. Isai. Iv. 8. Luke 
xxiii. 43. 

Q. Did the other thief repent ? 

A. No, he was hardened to the very last ; so 
while one thief repented and went to heaven, 
we have every reason to fear that the other 
went to hell. 

Q. Did any beside this thief declare that Jesus 
was the true God, when he hung upon the cross ? 

A. Yes, the glorious sun saw it, and seemed to 
turn black with shame ; so at noon-day it was as 
dark as midnight. 

Q. And did the earth feel it ? 

A. Yes, that it did. It trembled and quaked 
most terribly ; the rocks broke asunder, and some 
graves flew open. 

Q. And did not men know it then ? 

A. Some were terrified, and said, " Truly this 
was the Son of God." Some beat upon those 
wicked hearts, which a little before wanted to 
have him killed, and could not bear the sight 
any longer. Matt, xxvii. 54. Luke xxiii. 48. 

Q. Do you think you would hsvNft V^^^^ "^i^ 
kill Jesus ? 
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A. We do not like the thoughts of that ; and 
jet we have hurt him, and pierced him with our 
sins too often. 

Q. Have not you reason then to beat upon your 
naughty little hearts ? 

A. Indeed we have ; and to look on him whom 
we have pierced, and mourn. Zech. xii. 10. 

Q. But do you think Jesus will forgive you ? 

A. Yes, he delights in mercy. He died this 
dreadful death on purpose that he might forgive 
sins ; and he says, ** Him that cometh unto me I 
will in no wise cast out." John vi. 37. 



JESUS BISING FROM THE GRAVE. 

Luke, Chap. xxiv. 

Q. Who is that rising from the very grave ? 

A. It is that same Jesus who a little before 
was hanging dead upon the cross. 

Q. How did he get into that grave ? 

A. When the soldiers found that he was quite 
dead, they took out the nails that fastened him 
to the cross, and gave his dead body to his 
friends. 

Q, And what did his friends do with his 
body? 

A. They wrapped it up in nice clean linen : 
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and a rich man laid the precious bodj in his own 
new tomb, which was cut in a rock. 

Q. Did the enemies of Jesus expect that he 
would come to life again ? 

A. They were rather afraid of it ; so they 
fastened up the grave as tight as they could, and 
set soldiers to watch by it, night and day. 

Q. When was Jesus put in the sepulchre or 
grave? 

A. On Friday evening. 

Q. Had he ever told any body that he should 
rise again ? 

A. Yes ; he had said that if they did destroy 
his body, he would raise it again m three days. 
John ii. 19* 

Q. Which then made the third day ? 

A. Sunday was the third day, and Jesus kept 
his word ; for very early on Sunday morning his 
dear body came to life again, and could stay no 
longer in the grave. 

Q. But how did he get out ? 

A. The whole earth shook terribly, when its 
Maker was about to rise from his bed of dust. 

Q. What became of the great stone ? 

A. An angel came down and rolled back the 
stone from the door of the sepulchre, and sat 
upon it. " His countenance was like lightning, 
and his raiment white as snow.** Matt, xxviii. 2. 

Q. What did the soldiers say to him ? 

A. They had not a word to say : they trem- 
bled, and shook> and became as dead men. Matt, 
xxviii. 4. 
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Q. Was there any one else near the se- 
pulchre ? 

A. Yes : there were some faithful women, who 
loved Jesus dearly ; and who got up before day- 
light, to come and look for their Lord, 

Q. Did the angel frighten them ? 

A. No : he told them not to be frightened, 
for he knew that they were come out of love to 
Jesus. 

Q. And did he tell them what was become of 
their dear Lord ? 

A, Yes : he told them that Jesus was risen 
from the dead; and to make them sure of it, 
he showed them the place where his body had 
laid. 

Q. And could they see nothing of Jesus in the 
sepulchre ? 

A. No : they could only see the linen clothes 
folded up, and the napkin that had been about 
his head, laid by itself : but Jesus they could not 
see. 

Q. What did the women do when they saw 
these things ? 

A. They went quickly from the sepulchre, 
with fear and great joy, and ran to tell the poor 
sorrowful disciples about it, 

Q. Could the disciples believe the women ? 

A. They thought the news almost too good to 
be true ; but some of them ran to the sepulchre, 
and found every thing just as the women had told 
them. 

Q. Did they believe at last ? 
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A. Yes, thej did, and told the other disciples 
with great joy, " The Lord is risen indeed." 

Q. Are you not glad to think that Jesus got 
out of the grave again ? 

A. We ought to be very glad : for now we 
are sure he can get us out, if he could raise his 
own dead body. 

Q. But will it be a happy moment for all, 
when the graves burst open ? 

A. Oh no : the wicked will want the grave to 
shut its mouth upon them again, and will call to 
the rocks and hills to cover them, that they may 
not have to stand before Jesus. Rev. vi. 1 6. 

Q. Will the graves, and rocks, and hills, listen 
to them ? 

A. No : all will refuse to hide them, and they 
must come forth to shame and everlasting misery. 
Dan. xii. 2. 

Q. Will it be a happy time for God's chil- 
dren? 

A. Yes : very, very happy; their sleeping dust 
will rise a glorious body ; they will look up with 
joy, and live to die no more. Fhil. iii. 21. 
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JESUS GOING UP TO HEAVEN. 



Luke, Chap. xxiv. 



Q. Did the disciples ever see Jesus after he 
rose from the grave ? 

A. Yes : he was so kind as to let them all see 
him ; and, that they might he quite sure it was 
the very same Jesus, he showed them the holes 
in his hands and feet. 

Q. What holes do you mean ? 

A. The holes that the nails made, when they 
were driven through his hands and feet, to fasten 
him to the cross. 

Q. Were not the disciples very much pleased 
to see their own dear Lord again ? 

A. Yes : it did make them very glad indeed : 
hut Jesus did not stay long with them. 

Q. Why, where did he go ? 

A. He took them out one day to the top of a 
hill, and while he was talking to them, and 
hlessing them, he was taken up into heaven. 

Q. Did the disciples really see him go up ? 

A. Yes : they watched him a great way, till a 
cloud covered him, and they could see him no 
longer. 

Q. What did the disciples do then ? 

A. They stood gazing up to heaven, as if they 
Jon^ed to go after Jesus to that happy place ; 
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or wanted him to come back again to be with 
them. 

Q. And did Jesus come back ? 

A. No : but he sent down two angels, who 
comforted them, and told them not to stand look- 
ing so sad ; for that that same Jesus should come 
in like manner, as they had seen him go into 
heaven. Acts i. 10, 11. 

Q. What did the angels mean by telling them 
this? 

A. They meant that Jesus was not lost to the 
disciples ; but that he would come again in the 
last day, with power and great glory. 

Q. Did this satisfy the disciples? 

A, Yes: they left the mountain, where they 
had parted with their best Friend, and went back 
to Jerusalem. 

Q. What did they do when they got there ? 

A. They went to some more godly people, and 
they all joined together with one accord in prayer. 
Acts i. 14. 

Q. But did Jesus think any more of his poor 
disciples ? 

A. Oh, yes : he could as soon forget himself 
as forget his dear children. Their names are 
written on the palms of his hand, not one is for- 
gotten before him. Luke xii. 6, 7. 

Q. Does he then do any thing more for them, 
now that he is in that beautiful place ? 

A. Yes : he is busy in doing them good every 
moment, by night and by day. Isai. xxvii. 3. 

Q. How do you know that he is ? 

A. Because he tells \ia ao m\v\&\ioO«.\ V^ ''*^' 



48 

his eyes run to and fro through the earth, to 
show himself strong in hehalf of them whose 
heart is perfect towards him. 2 Chron. xvi. 9. 

Q. What else does he say he is doing for 
them? 

A. He is always praying for them, and that is 
the way they get so many, many mercies. Heh. 
vii. 25. 

Q. What is the chief mercy Jesus sends his 
people ? 

A. The precious gift of the Holy Spirit. He 
promised before he went up, to send this blessed 
Comforter down, and he keeps his promise faith- 
fully. John xvi. 7. 

Q. Who is the Holy Spirit ? 

A. He is equal with God the Father, and God 
the Son. It is he who makes a new heart, and 
prepares a poor sinner to live in heaven. Rom. 
viii. 9, 14. 

Q. Does Jesus do any thing more for his chil- 
dren? 

A. Yes : he is getting a place ready for them 
in his Father's house, that where he is, there 
they may be also. John xiv. 2, 3. 

Q. What should you think of a gentleman who 
was busy getting a nice house ready for one of 
you to live in ? 

A. We should think it very great kindness in 
the gentleman : but the kindness of Jesus is a 
thousand thousand times greater. 

Q. Should you ever think of Jesus, if he thinks 
so much of you ? 
A. Yes, indeed we should: we ought to 
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think of him and love him every moment of our 
lives. 

Q. And what should we ask him to do for 
us? • 

A. We should heg of him to send the Holy 
Spirit into our hearts, to prepare us for the 
happy mansions he is preparing for his people. 



PART III. 



THE CREATION, &c. 
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THE CREATION. 

Genesis, Chap. i. 

Q. My little children, what are all those beasts, 
and birds, and fishes, and insects, gathered round 
that man for ? 

A. God has brought them to him that he may 
give each of them a name, and whatever he 
called it that was its name. 

Q. What is the name of the man ? 

A. God called him Adam, which means earthy, 
because he was made of the dust of the earth. 

Q. What I was that great man made out of 
the dust ? 

A. Yes, indeed, he was : and all those crea- 

es round him were made out of nothing. 
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What do you mean, my dears ? Was there 
1 time when there were no animals ? 

Yes, that there was ; and when there was 
irth, no sea, no sky, no sun, nor any thing 
ve now see. 

Who then could make them all out of • 
ng? 

The great and glorious God. If he only 
s the word the thing is done. 

How long was God making every thing ? 

Only six days : if he wished to make the 
, or the sun, or trees, or animals, he said, 
. it be," and directly it was just what he 
)d. 

What was the last thing that God made ? 

His last work was his best work, and that 
aan. When he had made every thing else, 
:tled to make one creature in his own like- 

What did he make him of? 

Of the dust of the ground. 

And how did God make this dust alive ? 

He breathed into his nostrils the breath of 
and man became a living soul. Gen. ii. 7. 

What did God do with the man ? 

He did not let him be idle, because he 

that idleness would make him unhappy. 

What employment then did God give 
1? 

He placed him in a beautiful garden, which 
IS to dress and keep in order. 

Might Adam eat what he Hked la th.\& 
m? 



i 
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A. He was welcome to eat of every fruit in 
tbe ^rden, except the fruit off one tree ; and 
that ne was not to touch. 

Q. Would God he angry with him if he did 
touch it ? 

A. Yes; God would he very angry indeed. 
He said, if Adam did eat of it, he should surely 
die the very same day. Gen. ii. 17. 

Q. Could Adam find any one to he a com- 
panion for him, among all the creatures God 
had made ? 

A. No, not one : and God saw this, and said, 
it was not good for man to be alone. 

Q. What did God do then to *get Adam a fit 
companion ? 

A. He caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam ; 
and while he was asleep God took out one of his 
ribs, and made a woman of it. 

Q. What did Adam say when he saw this com- 
panion ? 

A. Adam said, " This is now hone of my 
hones, and flesh of my flesh." 

Q. Can you tell me now who made you, my 
little children? 

A. God did : his hands have made us, and 
fashioned us. Psalm cxix. 73. 

Q. Does he know then what you think and 
feel ? 

A. Yes : he knows our little frame well, and 
remembers that we are but dust. Psalm ciii. 14. 

Q. Should this comfort you ? 

A Yes, very much. We may tell him all our 
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little hopes, and fears, and difficulties, as we 
would to a tender father or mother. 

Q. But will he not despise you ? 

A. Oh, no ; he tells us to pour out our hearts 
to him ; and, like as a tender father pitieth his 
children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear him. 
Psalm ciii. 13. 

Q. And if this wonderful God could make 
every thing by speaking, is there any thing too 
hard for him ? 

A. No, not any thing. He can create new 
hearts in us : he can cure our sick souls, for if he 
only speak the word they shall be healed. Matt, 
viii. 8. 



EVE TAKING THE FORBIDDEN FRUIT. 

Genesis, Chap. in. 

Q. What is that woman looking at that tree 
so for ? 

A. It is Eve, and she is in very great danger : 
she is looking at the fruit of the tree, which God 
told her not to touch . 

Q. But is there any harm in looking ? 

A. Yes : it is very sinful to look with a longing 
eye at what God has forbidden ; and besides that 
it seldom stops at looking. 

Q. What do you mean )oy \\ial^ 
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A. If we look much at a things wbicb we are 
told not to touch, it is not long before we put 
out a little naughty hand to take it. 

Q. What is that creature up in the tree ? 

A. It is the devil in the shape of a serpent. 

Q. Who is the devil ? 

A. He was once an angel in heaven ; but for 
his wickedness he was cast out of heaven into a 
lake of fire and brimstone. 

Q. And is he grown better since he was there ? 

A. Oh, no : he is a bitter enemy to God and 
man ; and all his work is to try and make others 
as wretched 843 himself. 

Q. What! does he want to make little chil- 
dren wretched? 

A. Yes: that he does. He is going about 
night and day, in school, at home, in the street, 
or wherever we are, trying to make us do wrong. 

1 Peter v. 8. 

Q. But does that make you vn*etched ? 

A. Indeed it does : sin is sure to bring sorrow 
here, and if we go on in sin we shall be sent to 
live for ever in misery hereafter. 

Q. Why has the devil made himself like a ser- 
pent ? 

A. That Eve might not know who it was. 
He is so cunning, he comes to us in any shape, 
that will be most likely to get us to do wrong. 

2 Cor. xi. 14. 

Q. Did this serpent speak to Eve then ? 
A. Yes: and asked her why she did*not eat of 
the fruit of that tree. 

Q, Did she tell him the reason ? 
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A. Yes : and he said that God would not keep 
his word about her dying if she ate it ; but that 
the fruit would make her very wise, and very 
great. 

Q Did not Eve run away from such a naughty 
creature ? 

A. No, indeed : she staid listening, and look- 
ing, and at last she took of the forbidden ^it, 
and did eat. 

Q. Where was her husband Adam ? 

A. He was not by at the time, but she took 
some of the fruit to him. 

Q. Did not he scold her very much when he 
saw it in her hand ? 

A. No : he was so silly and naughty that he 
even took of the fruit, and did eat himself. 

Q. And did they find the good, that the ser- 
pent had promised them ? 

A. No, truly : their eyes were only opened to 
see their misery and nakedness. They were 
now stripped of the fair robe of holiness and of 
the favour of their God. 

Q. Does Satan ever tell little children false 
things about God ? 

A. Yes : when they are going to do wrong, and 
feel a little afraid, he says, << Don't be afraid. 
God will not see; or if he does, he will not 
punish you.** 

Q. Does he tell them sin will make them 
happy ? 

A. Yes : he promises a great deal of pleasure, 
but he has not the least bit to give. 

Q. Oughtyou to li8tetvto\!A\tv>^%w'^ 
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A. It would be happy for us if we did not : 
and if we prayed with all our heart to our hea- 
venly Friend, " Lord, lead us not into temptation, 
hut deliver us from evil.** Matt. vi. 13. 



ADAM AND EVE TURNED OUT OF THE GARDEN. 

Genesis, Chap. ni« 

Q. Had God seen Adam and Eve eating the 
forbidden fruit ? 

A. Yes : the eyes of the Lord are in every 
place, beholding the evil and the good. Prov. 
XV. 3. 

Q. What did God do when he saw them so 
naughty ? 

A. He is slow to anger, and he waited till the 
cool of the day, and then Adam and Eve heard 
the voice of the Lord God walking in the garden. 

Q. Were they glad to hear it ? 

A. No, not now : it had been their great joy, 
but now it was their misery, and they ran to hide 
themselves from God. 

Q. Had they got any hiding place ? 

A. Oh, no : there is no place where the work- 
ers of iniquity may hide. 

Q. Where then did Adam and Eve think to 
hide? 

A, The J were grown so stupid, that they 
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hoped a few trees could hide them from him, 
whose eyes are as a flame of fire. Rev. ii. 18. 
Q. Did the Lord search them out ? 

A. Yes: he called unto Adam, and said, 
" Where art thou ?" and poor Adam now found 
that there is no such thing as hiding from God. 

Q. What answer did Adam make to the Lord ? 
. A. He said, " I heard thy voice in the garden, 
and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I 
hid myself." Gen. iii. 1 0. 

Q. Did God put any other question to Adam ? 

A. Yes : he put that terrible question to him, 
" Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof I com- 
manded thee that thou shouldest not eat ?** 

Q. Did Adam confess that he had ? 

A. He tried to cover his fault, by throwing the 
blame upon the woman, and even upon God for 
giving him the woman. 
•• Q. Did this show his love for her ? 

A. No: it showed that his heart was fiill of 
sin already ; and that he did not care about get- 
ting his poor wife into trouble, if he could but 
get out of it. 

Q. Do any of you, my little children, act as 
Adam*did in this ? 

A. Yes: we are too ready to tell of each 
other's faults, and to try and hide our own, by 
saying another made us do it. 

Q. Will God take such excuses ? 

A. Oh, no : and it is of no use making them 
to our fellow creatures, if God will not listen to 
us. They make the fault double in his sight. 
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Q. Did the woman make any excuse for her- 
self? 

A. Yes : she said it was the serpent's fault : 
hut she ought not to have listened to the serpent. 

Q. Was not God very angry with them ? 

A. Yes, indeed he was: and though Satan 
had tried to make out that God was a liar, yet 
Adam and Eve found him very true to his word. 

Q. What I did they both die that very day? 

A. Yes : their poor souls became dead to God 
and to holiness ; and that is the worst death of 
all. 

Q. Bvii, did their bodies die ? 

A. Yes : the seeds of death were sown in their 
bodies from that very hour. 

Q. What do you mean by the seeds of death ? 

A. Sickness and disease crept in, and began to 
prepare their bodies for the grave, and to bring 
to pass what God said, *^ Dust thou art, and unto 
dust shalt thou return." Gen. iii. 19. 

Q. Did the Lord let them remain in the gar- 
den? 

A. Oh, no : he drove them out of that plea- 
sant place directly, and cursed the very ground 
they were to live upon. 

Q. How did the ground show that it was cursed 
for sin ? 

A. It began to bring forth thorns and thistles. 

Q. What were Adam and Eve to live upon 
then ? 

A. The ground would no longer yield them 
any thing, unless they laboured hard for it« 
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Q. How did Grod say they were to labour ? 

A. In sorrow, and in the sweat of their faces 
they were to eat until they died, and were put 
into the ground themselves. 

Q. Was there no hope at all then for poor 
Adam and Eve ? 

A. Yes : while the Lord was very angry, he 
was yet very rich in mercy; and while he 
turned them out of the happy garden below, 
he showed them a way to a happier garden 
above. 

Q. How were they to get there ? 

A. God pointed out to them that precious 
Saviour, who could take away all their sins, and 
open to them the kingdom of heaven. 

Q. And when were they to get there ? 

A. When their poor sinful bodies were laid in 
the dust, their immortal souls would go to Jesus 
in glory. 

Q. And must you die also, my dear little 
children ? 

A* Yes, it is very certain that we must. 
What God said to Adam he says to every one 
of us, " Dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou 
return." 

Q. And will that be the end of you ? 

Au Oh, no: there is something within us 
which must live for ever and ever, and that is 
our souls. 

Q. And will they go into a beautiful garden 
above ? 

A. If Jesus loves us, and has made ua hi^ <^^«ts^ 
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children, be will certainlj take us to be happy 
with him for ever. 

Q. But bow can jou know whether Jesus does 
love you ? 

A. We may be sure of this if be has made us 
truly love and seek him : for be says, ** I love 
them that love me ; and those that seek me early 
shall find me." Prov. viii. 17- 

Q. And if vou do not love Jesus, where will 
your souls go r 

A. Into a pit of fire and brimstone: to that 
cruel, wretched creature who made Eve so 
naughty. 

Q. But do we all deserve to die for Adam's 
sin? 

A. Yes : we are all the children of Adam, and 
'so by nature children of wrath. Besides, we are 
bom in sin, and love sin ourselves. 

Q. How do you know that you are bom in 
sin? 

A. Because as soon as we can do any thing we 
cry, and are in naughty passions ; and love mis- 
chief, and lies, and such wicked things. 

Q. Are you fit then to go into God's beautiful 
garden ? 

A. Not unless he wash us from all our sins, 
give us new hearts, and bring us to the arms of 
Jesus, that he may carry us to heaven. 

Q. Should you not ask him then to do this for 
you? 

A. Yes, we should indeed ; if we wish to es- 
cape from hell, and to be happy for ever in heaven* 
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CAIN AND ABEL. 



Genesis, Chap. iv. 



Q. Who are those two men, my dear little 
children? 

A. They are Cain and Abel; the two first 
children that Adam and Eve had. 

Q. Were they not a great comfort to their 
poor parents ? 

A. Eve was very much pleased when Cain 
was born ; but she had more reason to mourn 
over him than to rejoice. 

Q. What ! was not Cain a good boy ? 

A. No : he was bom in the likeness of his 
sinful parents, with a very sinful heart, which 
grew worse and worse as he grew up. 

Q. Was Abel bom with a wicked heart 
too? 

A. Yes: but it pleased God to take away 
Abel's naughty heart, and to give him a new 
heart. 

Q. How do you know that ? 

A. God tells us we may know a person's heart 
by their actions, as well as we may know an 
apple-tree by its having apples upon it, or a 
briar by its prickles. Luke vi. 43, 44. 

Q. What can you tell me then of AWU ^3a»^ 
showed he had a new Yieoocv.'^ 
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A. Abel believed truly in Jesus, and offered 
up the best lamb of bis flock in faith and love. 
Heb. xi. 4. 

Q. Did God like his giving the lamb ? 

A. Yes : it was what God had told them all 
to do, to show that they were looking to Jesus, 
that Lamb of God who taketh away the sin of 
the world. John i. 29. 

Q. And did Cain do this ? 

A. No: he was proud, and had no faith in 
Jesus; so he only offered some of the fruit of 
the ground. 

Q. Was the Lord pleased with this ? 

A. No, not at all: he had respect to Abel, 
and to his offering: but unto Cain, and to his 
offering, he had not respect. Gen. iv. 4, 5. 

Q. Did Cain know this ? 

A. Oh yes : God did not hide it from him. 

Q. And was he not sorry that he had offended 
God? 

A. No : he was very angry indeed about it, 
and his countenance too plainly showed what 
envy and rage were in his heart. 

Q. Did God see the change in Cain's counte- 
nance ? 

A. Yes: God sees every angry look, and 
knows all that we feel, if we don't speak one 
word. 

Q. Did God speak to Cain about his wicked 
tempers ? 

A. Yes: he spoke to him with the greatest 

kindness ; and asked him why he looked so, and 

^^^j' be was wrath ; and told him that if he 
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would do better he should he accepted as well as 
Abel. 

Q. Was not Cain pleased to hear this ? 

A. No : his wicked heart was so full of rage 
and envy that he could not even listen to God, 
though he spoke so very kindly. 

Q. What 1 did not Cain try to do any better? 

A. No : Cain had given way to his naughty 
tempers till they were quite too strong for him, 
and he would not go to God to get help. 

Q. And what did his wicked tempers lead him 
to do at last ? 

A. Why, one day when he was talking with 
Abel, they "talked on till they were in a field, 
where Cain thought nobody saw them. 

Q. And what did Cain do then ? 

A. He went on from words to blows, till at 
•length he killed his own brother quite dead. 

Q. Did Cain hear any thing as he was walking 
away from the bloody spot ? 

A. Yes : he heard an angry voice — it was the 
Toice of God — who had been looking on all the 
time, though Cain had not seen him. 

Q. What did God sp-y to this murderer ? 

A. He asked him, " Where is Abel, thy 
brother P' 

Q. What did Cain say to this ? 

A. He was very bold and saucy, and said, " I 
know not : am I my brother's keeper ?" 

Q. What did the Lord reply to this saucy 
answer ? 

A. He soon showed him that he had heard 
and seen all that had ^«;&&^^\ ^orc \jka n^^^^Nsjcss*. 
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that the Toice of his brother's blood was crying 
to him from the ground. 

Q. And did the Lord punish Cain? 

A. Yes, indeed he did. He said that as Cain 
had made the earth drink in his brother^s blood, 
it would refuse to give him good crops, though 
he worked ever so hard for it. 

Q. But could not Cain live upon what his 
father and mother g^t ? 

A. No : he was to be driven quite away from 
them, and to be a wanderer and a vagabond upon 
the earth. 

Q. Was not this enough to break Cain's 
heart? 

A. It was very sad : but all this was but the 
least part of his sorrow. 

Q. Why, what could he have more? 

A. He was to be driven from the presence of 
the Lord — that was to be his hell on earth— « 
with a fearful looking for of hell for ever here- 
after. 

Q. What did wretched Cain say to , all 
this? 

A. He said, '* My punishment is greater than 
I can bear." 

Q. What does the account of Cain teach you, 
my little children ? 

A. It teaches us how bad it is to give way to 
envy, hatred, and malice; to indulge in cross 
looks or cross words. 

Q. What should you pray for ? 

A. For a spirit of love, gentleness, and bro- 
therly kindness. 
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Q. Should not brothers and sisters love each 
other dearly. 

A. Yes, indeed they should : but Satan will try 
to raise disputes between them, as he did between 
the first two brothers that ever lived. 

Q. Where are those two brothers to-day ? 

A. Abel, we have every reason to hope, is 
with Jesus, where nothing can ever hurt him ; 
where all is joy and love. 

Q. And where is Cain ? 

A. Cain, we have sad reason to fear, is with 
that wicked one whose he was and whom he 
served, in torments that shall never end. 1 John 
iii. 12. 

Q. And which of them do you expect to spend 
eternity with ? 

A. If we are cross, envious, full of malice 
and hatred, like Cain, we must expect to be 
with him ; but if we are full of faith and love, 
and gentleness, we may hope to be with dear 
Abel. 



noah's ark. 



Genesis, Chap, vi, vii, viii, 

Q. Can you tell me what all those birds and 
beasts are about ? 

A. They are all going two and two into the 
ark. 
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Q, What do you mean by the ark ? 

A. That great house which God taught Noah 
to make. 

Q. Who was Noah ? 

A. A man who found grace in the eyes of the 
Lord, when all besides were very wicked. 

Q. And why was Noah to make the ark ? 

A. Because he and his family were to be shut 
up safe in it, when the wicked people were 
drowned. 

Q. How was God going to drown so many at 
once ? 

A. He was going to open the windows of 
heaven, and pour out great quantities of rain. 

Q. Did the Lord tell Noah what he was 
about to do ? 

A. Yes: he told him a hundred and twenty 
years before he did it. 

Q. And did Noah tell the naughty people ? 

A. Yes : he preached to them all those years, 
and told them plainly of their danger. 

Q. And did they not ask for a place in the 
ark? 

A. No : not even one of them. 

Q. Why, what were they thinking about ? 

A. About eating, and drinking, and such 
things. 

Q. Who did go into that great ark then ? 

A. Only eight people, beside the birds, and 
beasts, and insects. 

Q. Who were those eight ? 
A, Noah and his wife ; and \\i8 t\iree »otv% axv^ 
thetr wives. 
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Q. Were not the people ashamed when they 
saw the very heasts going in ? 

A. No, not at ali. They kept on with their 
earthly pursuits to the very last. Matt. xxiv. 38. 

Q. And did the flood really come ? 

A. Yes : directly the Lord had shut the door 
of the ark, he opened the windows of heaven. 

Q. But could they get no shelter from this 
dreadful rain ? 

A. No : the Lord broke up the places that hold 
the great waters that are under the earth ; so 
they rose higher and higher, till the whole earth 
was covered. 

Q. How long did it rain so very hard ? 

A. Forty days and forty nights, without ceas- 
ing. 

Q. How long does that make ? 

A. A month and ten days. 

Q. Could not the wretched creatures get on 
the tops of houses, or high hills ? 

A. If they did the water came after them; 
for the tops of the highest houses and hills were 
covered. 

Q. And was the ark safe in the midst of it all ? 

A. Yes, quite safe ; and all the happy crea- 
tures who were in it. 

Q. How was that ? 

A. It floated at the top of the water, and so 
kept rising higher, as the water rose higher. 

Q. Don't you think the naughty ijeo^la \s>ca^ 
have longed to be in it ? 

A. Yes indeed ; but \l vjaa Voo\«X^ \>cv£w% "^^«^s 
door was shut. 
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Q. How long was the earth covered with 
water ? 

A. About a year : so that every creature that 
was upon it perished. 

Q. How did it ever get dry again ? 

A. God made a wind to pass over the earth, 
and stopped the rain, and the breaking forth 
of waters. 

Q. Did Noah know when the earth was dry ? 

A. After waiting a little while, he sent a dove 
out of a window of the ark. 

Q. Did the dove come back again ? 

A. Yes : she could find no ground, and no 
trees to rest upon, so she was glad to come back. 

Q. Did Noah send her again ? 

A. Yes : in a week's time ; and in the evening 
the dove brought back a little branch from the 
olive-tree. 

Q. What did Noah think when he saw the 
branch ? 

A. He knew that the great waters were gone, 
and that the trees were now to be seen. 

Q. And did he come out of the ark directly ? 

A. No : not till God told him ; and then they 
all came out safe and well. Gen. viii. 16, 18, 
19. 

Q. Was not Noah afraid of another flood 
coming ? 

A. God promised him that he would not let it 
come ; and gave him a sign to make him quite 
sure of it. 

Q. What was the sign ? 
■^' The rain-bow. 
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Q. What is the rain-bow ? 

A. That beautiful bow of many colours, which 
we see sometimes in the clouds after rain. 

Q. Then we need not be afraid of another 
flood, need we ? 

A. No : not of a flood of water ; but of some- 
thing quite as dreadful. 

Q, What is that, my dear children ? 

A. Fire bursting out over our heads, and 
under our feet, and all round us. 

Q. How do you know that this will be ? 

A. Because God tells us so. He says, the 
heavens being on Are shall be dissolved : the 
earth also, and the works that are therein, shall 
be burned up. 2 Peter iii. 10 — 12. 

Q. Does not God tell us when this is to be? 

A. No : he will not tell us that : but he tells 
us to be always ready for it. 

Q. And are people getting ready ? 

A. No : we are too much like those in the 
days of Noah : we do not like to think about it. 

Q. And will that keep the day off? 

A. Oh no : in such an hour as we think not it 
will come. Matt. xxiv. 44. 

• Q. And will not one escape that dreadful 
fire? 

A. Yes : there will be a happy little company 
quite safe in that terrible day. 

Q, Who will those happy ones be ? 

A. All who have gone with their whole. \\sas^. 
to Jesus, an^put tVieir vAioVe \.t\sl%\.\wV\ssv* 

Q. Would a little c\iM\>e ^aX^^^ ^^^ ^^^ '^"'^ 
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A. Yes, quite : the little bird was as safe in 
the ark as the great elephant. 

Q. And what do you learn from that ? 

A. That the little infant would be as safe in 
the bosom of Jesus as a grown-up person. 

Q. And should not you like to be safe in that 
day? 

A. Yes, indeed : but many will wish it when 
it is too late. 

Q. What then should you pray for ? 

A. That the Lord would make us willing to 
come to him now, this very day : for we don't 
know what may be to-morrow. 

Q. But has Jesus room in his heart for all of 
you? 

A. Yes: room enough and to spare: he re- 
joices over every one who comes. Luke xv. 10. 

Q. As the Lord will come suddenly, what ad- 
vice does he give us all ? 

A. To be diligent, that we may be found of 
him in peace, without spot and blameless. 2 Peter 
iii. 14. 
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THE TOWER OF BABEL. 

Genesis, Chap. xi. 

Q. What is that very high huilding ? 

A. It is a great tower, and is called, the tower 
of Babel, or Confusion. 

Q. When was it built ? 

A. Soon after the flood, when there were a 
great many people in the earth again. 

Q. What did they build it for ? 

A. To make them a name ; and to keep them 
altogether. Gen. xi. 4. 

Q. How high did they mean it to be ? 

A. They said its top should touch the heaven. 

Q. Were they all willing to help in the work? 

A. Yes : men, women, and children were all 
agreed ; as if they had but one heart among 
them. 

Q. Did God see what they were about ? 

A. Yes : the Lord came down to see the city 
and the tower, which the children of men builded* 
Gen. xi. 5. 

Q. Was the Lord pleased with it ? 

A. No : he knew that they were doing it in 
the pride and naughtiness of their heart. 

Q. And did the Lord throw the great tower 
down? 
A. No : but he soon put ft. «to^ Vi "Ocvfe ^^^^^ 
Q. How was that ? 
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A. He let them know that even their lips were 
not their own. Psalm xii. 4. 

Q. What do you mean, my dear children ? 

A. Their busy tongues forgot how to talk, and 
could not speak the words that they had spoken 
all their lives. 

Q. What ! were they dumb then ? 

A. No : but they spoke in new words, and they 
all called things by new names. 

Q. Then could they know what each other 
meant? 

A. No, not at all : if a bricklayer wanted 
bricks, they could not understand him. 

Q. Did it not make great confusion ? 

A. Yes: such dreadful confusion, that they 
could do no more work. 

Q. What became of them then ? 

A. They were all scattered different ways. 

Q. And what was the end of their fine tower ? 

A. It was left unfinished, to crumble to the 
ground. 

Q. Are there any Babel-builders now ? 

A. Yes : we are very pleased to build up 
something very high. 

Q. And will your building remain ? 

A. No : a little push throws it all down. 

Q. But do you build any other sort of Babel ? 

A. Yes : we raise our hopes very high some> 
times, when we set our heai^ upon any pleasure. 

Q. And is this like Babel ? 

A, Yes, the pleasure is seldom or xkftyer so 
great as we expected, and we are oiteii c^\\.^ ^^v 
appointed in it. 
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Q. What should this teach you ? 

A. Not to set our hearts on any thing in this 
world, nor seek great things for ourselves. Jer. 
zlv. 5. 

Q. What should jou set your affections on, 
then? 

A. On things above : on a building of God, a 
house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens* 
Col. iii. 2 ; 2 Cor. v. 1 . 

Q. And will you ever be disappointed in this ? 

A. No, if our expectation is from God, it is a 
hope that roaketh not ashamed. Psalm Ixii. 5 ; 
Rom. y. 5* 



PART IV. 



RURAL SCENES. 



THE FABM YARD. 

Q. What is this? 

A. A farm yard. 

Q. What do you mean by a farm yard? 

A. A place belonging to a farm ; where t 
are stables and shelter for horses, cows, pigs 
poultry. 

Q. What is a stable ? 

A. A place to put horses or cows in. 

Q. Would men, women, or little children 
to live in a stable ? 

A. No : they would not like it at all. \ 
would think themselves badly off indeed. 

Q. Did you ever hear of a King being boi 
B stable ? 
A, Yes : the King of all kraga ^a^ "^qott 
^tabJe. 
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Q. Who do you mean by the King of all 
kings ? 

A. The Lord Jesus Christ : "the mighty God." 
Isai. ix. 6. 

Q. Can you tell me what brought this glorious 
God so low ? 

A. It was his great love to poor sinners. 

Q. But, as all things belong to God, why did 
he not choose some nice house to be born in ? 

A. He chose to be the poorest of all, that he 
might make sinners the richest of all. 

Q. What should we think of then, when we 
look at a stable ? 

A. Of that dear kind Friend, who was rich, 
yet for our sakes became poor, that we, through 
his poverty, might be rich. 2 Cor. viii. 9. 



The Hen and Chickens. 

Q. What is that with so many little busy 
things round her ? 

A. It is a hen. 

Q. And what are those round her ? 

A. They are chickens, or the hen's little chil- 
dren. They are busy picking up something to 
eat. 

Q. Does the hen love her little ones ? 

A. Yes: and they love Vi^T^ ^sA ^xsck. \si ^"c^e^^ 
when thej think an^ \Km^ Sa %^^»s|, *^ >ssss^. 
them. 



i 



i^2>: 
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Q. And does she take care of them ? 

A. Yes, indeed she does ; and spreads her 
wings over them, so that you cannot see them. 

Q. Are you ever in danger, my dear little chil- 
dren? 

A. Yes : we are always in danger of hurting 
our bodies ; but we are in greater danger still of 
hurting our souls, and of being taken away by 
Satan to the bad place. 

Q. And who can take care of you ? 

A. None but Grod can save us from that place. 

Q. But will the glorious God take care of such 
poor simple children ? 

A. Yes : he likes us to run to him for safety ; 
and is grieved when we will not go. 

Q. How do you know this ? 

A. Because when Jesus was upon earth he 
stood and wept over some naughty people, who 
would not come to him to be taken care of. 

Q. And what did he say about them ? 

A. " How often would I hsLve gathered thy 
children together, even as a hen gathereth her 
chickens under her wings, and ye would not.'* 
Matt, xxiii. 37. 

Q. What should you say then to Jesus ? 
A. Lord, "draw me, and we will run after 
Thee." Cant. i. 4. 

Q. Are those children happy who do go to 
Jesus ? 

A. Yes : none are happy and safe but they. 
l/nder the shadow o£ his wing they find peace 
^d shelter, till everj trouble is ONerpa&l. ^^aXsxi 
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The Bam. 

Q. What is that very large stable for ? 

A. It is not a stable, but a barn. 

Q. What use does the farmer make of the 
barn? 

A. It is very useful indeed to him : when he 
brings his corn in from the field, he puts it 
into the barn, and it is there kept safe and dry. 

Q. Does he make any other use of the barn ? 

A. Yes : he has generally a floor in the middle 
of it, where his corn is thrashed ? 

Q. What do you mean by his corn being 
thrashed ? 

A. The thrasher lays a bundle of it on the 
barn floor, and beats it, and knocks it about ; 
and that is called thrashing. 

Q. What is the use of thrashing ? 

A. It beats the husk or chaff off the good seed, 
and separates them from one another, so that 
they cannot stick together any longer. 

Q. And what does the thrasher do next with 
them? 

A. He takes a fan, and blows away the chaff, 
which is as light as a feather ; while the good 
seed lies quiet and safe on the ground. 

Q. What did our Lord Jesus Christ say the 
wheat and chaff are like ? 

A. He says his own dear children are Ilka 
wheat, and naughty ungo^V^ ^A-^^cv^X^^ii ^^si^ 

Q. Can you tell me yj\v^ W cwsv^^^^^^^^ ^^^^ 
dren to wheat ? ^ 
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A. Because, when he sees them ripe for glorj, 
he will take them out of this world, to he safe in 
the s'amer of heaven, as wheat is carried out of 
the field to he safe in the ham. 

Q. Can you tell me any verse in the Bihle that 
speaks of this ? 

A. Yes : it is a promise to his children, 
Joh V. 26, ** Thou shalt come to thy grave in 
a full age, like as a shock of corn cometh in in 
his season." 

Q. And why are naughty children like chaff? 

A. Because they shall be driven from God 
and heaven, as chaff is blown away by the wind. 
Psalm i. 4. 

Q. Will not some of God's dear«children, who 
are very weak in grace, be blown away with 
them ? 

A. No : not even a babe or suckling, who has 
real grace in his heart. God says, not the least 
grain shall be lost. Amos ix. 9* 

Q. And do you not think that a few children, 
who are like chaff, will be able to creep into 
heaven ? 

A. No : we are very sure not one can ; for the 
fan is in God's own hand, and he says he will tho- 
roughly purge his floor. Matt. iii. 12. 

Q. If you had godly parents, or friends, or 
school-fellows, could you not cling to them, and 
so get in ? 

A. No : it would be of no use, if we are not 
g-odly oursehes. If we could stick as close as the 
chaff does to the wheat, we must Aae Aa^aV^tv oS. %X. 
^t, and parted for ever. 
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Q. What is to become then o( the chaff,, or 
naagh^ children ? 

A. They must be burnt with fire unquench- 
able. 

Q. Should we have any solemn thoughts when 
we look at a barn ? 

A. Yes : we should be very much afraid of 
beings like the worthless chaff, and should pray 
for the Holy Spirit to make us new hearts, that 
we may be able to stand in the great day, when ' 
God shall purge his floor. 



Pigs. 



Q. What are those creatures who appear so 
eager to be fed ? 

A. They are pigs, and are very greedy crea- 
tures. 

Q. What do they feed upon ? 

A. They will eat almost any thing : the leav- 
ings of the farmer's garden and kitchen : things 
that 'nothing else would eat they find no fault 
with. 

Q. What use does the farmer make of his 
pigs ? 

A. They are very useful indeed to him. When 
one is very fat, he kills it, and salts it, and that 
is called bacon. 

Q. I& bacon goo& lo fi«kXl 
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A. Yes: tbe farmer and his servants make 
many a good meal upon it. 

Q. Are pigs clean animals ? 

A. No : very very dirty : they like to lie down 
and wallow in mud and dirt. 

Q, Are they good-tempered creatures ? 

A. No : they are greedy, selfish, and quarrel- 
some. Each pig wants to keep all the food to 
itself, and does not like to see another at the 
same trough. 

Q. Are little children ever like these greedy 
selfish pigs ? 

A. Yes, too often. They are like them when 
they think so much about eating and drinking, 
and pleasing their perishing bodies. 

Q. Are they like pigs in any thing else ? 

A. Yes : when they are cross and quarrel- 
some, and unwilling to let others share what 
they have. 

Q. Can you tell me any other thing in which 
they are like pigs ? 

A. Yes : when they like to roll in the dirt ; 
and especially when they like to dirty their little 
souls with naughty sinfid ways. 

Q. Is it not a sad thing to be like a pig ? 

A. Yes, very sad indeed : and it should make 
us unhappy if we are so. 

Q. Do you think a little child, who is like a 
pig when on earth, can be fit to live with a holy 
God in heaven ? 

A. Oh no ] God would not let such a child get 
j'nto heaven; for he says no uxvcVean XKvci^ &^ 
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enter there ; and that he who is filthj must he 
filth J still. Rer. xxii. 1 1 . 

Q. What should you do then if you wish to go 
to that happy place ? 

A. We shoiild ask God to take away our nasty 
tempers, and to wash our filthy souls in the pre- 
cious hlood of Christ, and then they will be whiter 
than snow. Psalm li. 7 ; 1 John i. 7* 



The Cow. 

Q. What do you call that animal which stands 
there so quiet, only moving its mouth ? 

A. It is called a cow, and is chewing the cud. 

Q. What do you mean by chewing the cud ? 

A. Mashing or chewing over again the grass 
she has eaten. 

Q. What is the use of that ? 

A. It would not turn to nourishment, or to 
milk, if she did not thus chew it : and the farmer 
would not waste his hay or grass upon her. 

Q. May children learn any thing of the cow 
when they see her employed so ? 

A. Yes : though the cow does not speak, she 
teaches a very useful lesson. 

Q. What does she teach you then ? 

A. She tells us that when we have heard any 
thing that is meant to fe^^ «v« %W5i^^\^.NK^^ssi 
IIS no good unless we t\v\T^ V\. vi^ "«^ ^^"^ ''^'^ 
we have heard it. 
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Q. Do children do their work as well as the 
cow does hers ? 

A. No, liot often. They are in such a hurry 
to think about their play, or their toys ; they do 
not give themselves time to think over what is 
good. 

Q. Can any body see what they are thinking 
about ? 

A. Yes : God can see every thought ; for he 
searches to the very bottom of our hearts. 
1 Chron. xxviii. 9. 

Q. Does he like foolish thoughts? 

A. No : he says the thought of foolishness is 
sin. Prov. xxiv. 9» 

Q. What may those children expect, who hear 
a great deal of what is good, and do not profit 

bjit? 

A. That God will take the privilege away from 
them, and give it to some who will make a better 
use of it. Matt. xxi. 43. 

Q. Should not this make you afraid ? 

A. Yes : and it should make us seek for help 
to manage our silly wandering thoughts. 

Q. Where can you get this help ? 

A. From that God who knows every thought, 
and who holds every heart in his hand. 

Q. And is he willing to give you this help ? 

A. Yes : he has promised to give us any thing 
we ask for in the name of his dear Son Jesus 
Christ. 
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THE HARVEST. 



Q. What are those people so busy about ? 

A. They are reaping. 

Q. What do you mean by reaping ? 

A. Cutting the corn when it is ripe. 

Q. And who is that, who is looking on while 
they reap ? 

A. It is the farmer to whom the crop be- 
longs. 

Q. What did all those beautiful golden ears of 
com come from ? 

A. They g^ew out of small grains of corn, 
which the farmer put in the ground. 

Q. How could he make them grow to such 
great tall things ? 

A. He could not make one grow ; but God 
watched over them, and watered them with rain, 
and warmed them with his sun. 

Q. Did they grow up in one day ? 

A. Oh no : there was only a very little blade 
at first, that looked almost like a common grass. 

Q. Was not the farmer very impatient ? 

A. No : he had long patience, because he 
felt pretty sure that the harvest would come 
at the set time. James v. 7* 

Q. And did the blade gro^ "^ 

A. Yes: it kept on gro^vcv^-* n^t^ ^'of^ 
Mer and taller, till it \i«A a ^y^^^ ^^ ^"^ ^^ 
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and afterwards this came to full ripe com in 
the ear. 

Q. What did the farmer say to his men when 
he saw this ? 

A. The corn is ready for the sickle : we must 
hegin harvest. 

Q. What do you mean by the sickle ? 

A. That which the reapers cut with : it is 
sharp, and rough like a saw. 

Q. And when they have cut the com, what do 
they do with it ? 

A. They bind it up in bundles ; and when the 
farmer sees it quite ready, he has it carried into 
his bam. 

Q. Is not the farmer pleased to get it safe 
in? 

A. Yes : he is very much pleased indeed. 
When all is safe in, he makes a feast for his ser- 
vants, and calls it, The Harvest Home. 

Q. Do you know of any very great harvest 
spoken of in Scripture ? 

A. Yes: God will have his great harvest, 
and every day and hour brings it nearer. 

Q, Wny, what has God to gather in ? 

A. All his precious children, who are scattered 
all over the eitrth. 

Q. And what is God waiting for ? 

A. He is waiting till they are all quite ripe, 
and immediately when it is ripe he will say, 
" Put ye in the sickle ; for the harvest is ripe." 
Joel Hi, 13. 

Q. Who will be God's rea^^t^*? 
A. '' The reapers are tbe aage\ftC' — ^^ wA^«^ 
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shall gather together God's elect from the four 
winds, from one end of heaven to the other." 
Matt. xiii. 39; xxiv. 31. 

Q. How do you know that God's children 
grow like the corn ? 

A^ Because God says so. He says they shall 
revive as the com. There shall be first the 
blade, then the ear; after that, the full corn 
in the ear. Hos. xiv. 7 ; Mark iv. 28. 

Q. Can you tell me what God meant by 
this? 

A. When God puts his grace in the heart, we 
cannot alwavs see it directly : it is like seed 
underground. 

Q. And what is meant by the blade ? 

A. When the work of God in the soul appears 
small and weak, and we hardly know whether it 
is true grace. 

Q. What do you mean by com in the ear ? 

A. When grace grows stronger, and the fruits 
of the Spirit are better seen. 

Q. And what is the full ripe com in the 
ear? 

A. When God has made a soul rich in grace, 
and prepared it, like a beautiful golden ear, for 
the gamer in heaven. 

Q. What does all this teach us ? 

A. It teaches us to tarry the Lord's leisure, 
and have long patience, for the harvest will 
surely come. 

Q. Do we always know "NsiYi^tL \ki«t^\ei ^ %rr^ 
of grace in the heart ? 
A. Oh no : God may put Vt ^^«^ V^ ^^^'^'^'^^ 
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where none can see it but himself. Yet it shall 
appear after many days. 

Q. Can the Lord put it into the hearts of 
very little children ? 

A. Yes, he often does ; when they are but a 
few years old ; and he takes care of it, when no 
one else knows any thing about it. 

Q. But will it never be known ? 

A. Yes : it is a very good seed, and must grow, 
though it may be but like a little blade for some 
time. 

Q. Will God leave it in that state ? 

A. No : he will bring it to full ripe com ; and 
then, whether the person is young or old, he will 
say, " Gather my child unto me." 

Q. Will that be a happy day ? 

A. Indeed it will ; the blessed soul, safe in 
God's house above, shall never know storms or 
troubles any more. 

Q. What should you ask the good Husband- 
man then to do for you ? 

A. To sow his grace in our hearts. 

Q. And do you want him to do any thing 
more? 

A. Yes : to watch over it ; and make us grow 
in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. 2 Peter iii. 18. 
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HAY-MAKING. 



Q. What are those people about in that field ? 

A. They are making hay. 

Q. Whatishay? 

A. Grass that has been cut down. 

Q. What! is that withered stuff what was 
once green grass ? 

A. Yes : a few days ago it was as green and 
fresh as the greenest ; but it is soon cut down, 
dried up, and withered. 

Q. And are all the pretty daises and butter- 
cups cut down with it ? 

A. Yes: when the mower comes with his 
scythe, all must go together. 

Q. And do they wither like the grass ? 

A. Yes : even quicker than the grass does : 
in a few days you would hardly know that they 
had ever been pretty flowers. 

Q. What is the use of cutting them all down ? 

A. Because when it is made into hay it keeps 
till the winter. 

Q. And what is the use of it in winter ? 

A. The farmer feeds his cattle with it. 

Q. Could they not feed on fresh grass ? 

A. There is little grass in cold frosty wea- 
ther, and that little is ofletL q^\& <j«s^^<i^ -«>S!ss. 
snow* 

Q. What does God BojVsX^^i^^^'^'^ 
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A. He says, ** All flesh is as grass, and all the 
glory of man as the flower of grass. The grass 
withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away." 
1 Peter i. 24. 

Q. What ! are the strongest and healthiest 
like grass also ? 

A. Yes : they are like the flower of grass, 
which often witners sooner than common grass. 

Q. And could you he cut down as quickly as 
the grass is ? 

A. Yes : in a moment we might die, and then 
we should soon get pale and cold, and change as 
the pretty flower does. 

Q. But if you take g^eat care, cannot you keep 
off death ? 

A. No: no more than the little flowers can 
keep off the mower's scythe. 

Q. Can you know when you shall die ? 

A. We may be so ill as to make us think death 
is near ; but some who die do not expect it, any 
more than the flower expects the scythe. 

Q. Could death get at you to-day ? 

A. Yes ; if God pleased : he says, in the 
morning we may be well and growing up ; in the 
evening cut down, and turning to corruption. 
Psalm xc. 6. 

Q. Will there never be any more flowers in 
the field ? 

A. Yes : fresh flowers will come where the 
others grew; but these withered ones will be 
s^en there no more, 

Q- And 18 it so with children? 
A, Yes : if we die, we can't com^ >aw^ ^j^wsl 
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to read, or hear, or play : opr place shall know 
us no more. Psalm ciii. 16. 

Q. Will your place then remain empty ? 

A. No: other children will stand where we 
stood, sit where we sat, and play where we played. 

Q. And where will you be ? 

A. Our bodies will be crumbling in the 
grave : dust to dust, and ashes to ashes. 

Q. And is that the end of you ? 

A. Oh, no : our souls live for ever and ever, 
and will be either in heaven or in hell. 

Q. What is heaven ? 

A. The happy place where Jesus is, and where 
he lets his dear children be with him. 

Q. And what is hell ? 

A. A dreadful place of torment, where the 
devil is, and where all his wretched children must 
be with him. 

Q. What should be your chief concern then, 
my little children ? 

A. To know Jesus, and to be loved of him ; 
that we may dwell with him for ever in heaven. 

Q. And if you truly know Jesus, need you 
fear death ? 

A, No : it can do us no harm. To depart 
and be with Christ is far better than staying 
here. Phil. i. 23. 
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PLOUGHING AND SOWING. 

Q. Can you tell me what those men and horses 
are about ? 

A. Some of them are busy ploughing. 
Q. What do you mean by ploughing ? 
A. Cutting up the earth with a plough, and 
turning it over. 

Q. What is the use of ploughing ? 
A. It is to get the earth ready to have the seed 
put in it. 

Q. Would it not do without ploughing ? 
A. No, not at all. The seed would fdl lie at 
the top, and would not grow. 

Q. What is that man throwing over the 
ploughed land ? 

A. It is the sower: he is throwing in the 
seed. 

Q. Why does that other man go after him 
with that great thing ? 

A. That great thing is called a harrow, and 
is full of great iron teeth. 

Q. Will it not hurt the seed ? 
A. No : it only breaks the large lumps of 
earth, and covers in the seed. 

Q. What has brought so many birds together 
there ? 
A, It is the hope of getting sorcve o^ ^^ %«^\« 
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They would not leave one if they could have their 
own way. 

Q. Don't they give the farmer a great deal of 
trouhle? 

A. Yes, indeed they do : he is forced to have 
somebody to watch, and keep them off all day 
long, till the seeds grow. 

Q. If the sower throws any seed over on the 
path will it grow there ? 

A. Oh no : the birds would think they had 
a good Asht to that, and would soon eat it up. 

Q. If he threw some upon the stones would 
that grow ? 

A. It might shoot up a little, but would soon 
wither for want of good roots. 

Q. If he scatters some among thorns and 
thistles will it do well? 

A. No : if it tried to come up the thorns and 
thistles would choke and smother it. 

Q. What does Jesus teach us to think about 
when we see a sower ? 

A. About the seed of his word : which he gives 
to his ministers, or any labourers in his harvest, 
to scatter abroad. Luke viii. 11. • 

Q. What is the ground in which it is to be 
sown? 

A. The ground is the heart. 

Q. Should the heart then be got ready for the 
good seed ? 

A. Yes : it is the command of God, Break up 
the fallow ground, iwid %o^ Xk^^. ^\jasi\s% '^^-roa.. 
Jer. iv. 3. 
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Q. And is every heart ready ? 

A. Oh, no: Jesus tells us of a sower of the 
word, who met with four different sorts of ground 
on which the seed fell. 

Q. What was the first sort ? 

A. The way side; or a path on which people 
are passinp^ to and fro. 
. Q. What is meant by that ? 

A. Very careless hearts: as full of foolish 
thoughts as a road is of passengers. 

Q. Would such a heart get any good from the 
word? 

A. No: Satan is like the birds, and comes 
immediately, and takes away all the good, and 
leaves the heart quite barren. 

Q. Do you get any good from what you hear, 
if you are thinking about other things ? 

A. No, indeed : we lose all the good, and are 
just as if we had heard nothing. 

Q. What other ground did Jesus speak of ? 

A. Stony ground. 

Q. What do you mean by that ? 

A. A heart that has not been truly softened by 
grace ; so the word does not sink far in. 

Q. Is it all lost then? 

A. The heart feels it for a little while, and the 
person may do a few things that look well. Mark 
vi. 20. 

Q. And will it last? 

A. No : it virill be like the seed without root : 
when trials, like a hot sun, come, it will wither 
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Q. Is this sort of ground common ? 

A. Yes ; many little children feel a good deal 
for a short time : just when they are at school, 
or hearing something good. 

Q. And don't their feelings stay with them ? 

A. Not long : when they get into temptation, 
or see other children laughing at them ahout it, 
it soon all dies away. 

Q. Did Jesus mention any other ground ? 

A. Yes: some fell from the sower's hand 
among thorns. 

Q. What is meant hy that ? 

A. One who does listen to what is good, and 
thinks a little ahout it, but thinks also too much 
about earthly things. 

Q. Then does the word do him no good ? 

A. No : it is choked up with his thinking so 
much about other things, and cannot flourish be- 
cause of these thorns. 

Q. Is all the good seed of the kingdom then 
lost? 

A. No : though it is thrown away on so many, 
yet some will receive it, and profit by it. 

Q. Who are they ? 

A. Those blessed ones whose heart the Lord 
has opened and prepared. Acts xvi. 14. 

Q. What does he say they are like ? 

A. Like good ground which beareth much 
firuit. 

Q. How does the Lord prepare the heart ? 

A. He sends the HoV^ ^^Ycv\.\s^a'S^»% "w^^seoa. 
it by true repentance, esA xscakfis^ '^X^-^^*^^"^"^ 
good things. 
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Q. But will not Satan try to get ,the good 
away ? 

A. Oh yes: just as those hungry birds are 
trying to get the good seed. 

Q. How then can any keep it ? 

A. We should try to hide it in our very 
hearts, as the harrow hides the seed. Ps« czix. 
11. 

Q. How may you do this ? 

A. By thinking it over and over ; and watch- 
ing, and praying against Satan. 

Q. Is it not a sad thing to be careless under 
the word? 

A. Indeed it is : God will reokon with us for 
all we have heard. He does not forget it, if we 
do. 

Q. What will become of the unfruitful 
ground ? 

A. Its end is to be burned. Heb. vi. 8. 



THE GARDEN. 

Q. What is that neat little spot of ground 
called ? 

A. It is called a garden, and wants a great 
deAl of labour and care to make it so neat. 
. Q- Why, what is there to make \\. o\Wc- 
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A. It has a great many enemies, both from 
within and from without ; all trying to spoil its 
beauty and its neatness. 

Q. What are the enemies within ? 

A. It is full of the seeds of all sorts of weeds ; 
and these keep growing up to choke the pretty 
flowers and the herbs. 

Q. But if the gardener pulls them up once 
will they come again ? 

A. Oh yes: again and again. If he let it 
alone but a very little while, it would soon be 
like the sluggard's garden. 

Q. What do you mean by the sluggard's 
garden? 

A. It is spoken of in the twenty-fourth chapter 
of Proverbs,^ and is very diflPerent from this pretty 
garden. 

Q. What account is given of the sluggard's 
garden ? 

A. It was all grown over with thorns, and 
nettles had covered the face thereof, and the 
stone wall thereof was broken down. 

Q. Can you mention any other enemy in the 
garden ? 

A. Yes: there are worms in the ground, 
which get to the root of many a nice plant, and 
feed upon it. 

Q. Does this hurt the plant ? 

A. Yes: when there is a worm at the root, 
the plant soon withers and dies. 

Q. What other en^m^ V^aa \Js\a ^'jrt s^^'ecNT^ 

A. More than we cm w^^^Jk^ ^'Ix \;vA<^^^^^^ 
blights^ and a great xx\aa\3 \K\tv^«»- 
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Q. What harm do birds do ? 

A. They eat up the seed, and the fruit. 

Q. And what do insects do ? 

A. They feed upon the poor plant or flower ; 
and though some of them maj be Terj small, yet 
they make sure work. 

Q. What do you mean by a blight ? 

A. It is something in the air, which soon kills 
the most flourishing branch, and makes the pret- 
tiest blossom fall off. 

Q. Don't you think the gardener must haye 
enough to do to take care of his garden 
then? 

A. Indeed he must; and he sets us a yery 
good example. 

Q. Why, my dear children, have you any gar- 
den to take care of ? 

A. Yes, that we have: and one of ours is 
worth many millions of his. 

Q. What is this precious garden of yours ? 

A. It is our own little hearts, which ought to 
be kept like a garden for God to dwell in and 
walk in. 

Q. And have your hearts as many enemies as 
the garden has ? 

A. Yes, indeed they have, both within and 
without. 

Q. What are the enemies within ? 

A. The seeds of sin, with which our hearts 
are full ; so that when one seems pulled up 
another comes* 
Q. What! Can you neyer get tv^ oS. -^q^s 
oAu^hty tempers and ways ? 
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A. If we are very watchful and prayerful they 
may be kept under, as that good gardener keeps 
under the weeds in his garden. 

Q. But will they always want so much 
watching ? 

A. Yes: as long as we are in these sinful 
bodies. If we grow slothful and careless, our 
hearts will soon be like the slothful man's 
garden. 

Q. And is there any worm that may get at the 
root of your fair flowers ? 

A. Yes : if our words or actions are ever so 
fair, yet if we have pride or deceit at the bottom, 
it w'm spoil all. 

Q. What are your enemies from without ? 

A. The naughty world and its naughty chil- 
dren, which will always try to lead us into what 
is. wrong. 

Q. And is there any other enemy? 

A. Yes : Satan is never idle ; and his great 
work is to spoil every garden that is in the heart 
of man. 

Q. Can you protect your little gardens from 
him? 

A. No: he is much stronger than we are: but 
there is a very good Friend, who will take care 
of them for us, if we ask him. 

Q. Who is that? 

A. It is our heavenly Father, who watches 
over his dear children ; and lest any hurt their 
precious souls, he keeps them ni^ht wajl^«:^* 

Q. Wliat does he teW \xa \i^ ^'c>^'e» ^^^ n^^rrru 
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A. He waters them every moment. Isaiah 
xxvii. 3. 

Q. What do you mean by that ? 

A. He pours out the Holy Spirit upon them, 
which refreshes them, and makes them grow in 
grace ; and thus preserves the soul in life. Psalm 
Ixvi. 9. 
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